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1. This document provides guidance on the amount of time required by the certification 

body for auditing forest plantation management units (FPMUs) of various sizes in 
different regions of Malaysia under the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme 
(MTCS), by indicating the on-site audit durations for initial audit (stage 1 and stage 2 
audits), annual surveillance audit and recertification audit. 

 
2. This document shall be used for the purpose of accreditation of a CB operating a 

forest plantation management certification programme under the MTCS.  All CBs 
accredited by the Department of Standards Malaysia (Standards Malaysia) shall 
comply with the requirements of this document. 

 
3. The audit durations identified in this document are appropriate to the size of the 

FPMU, accessibility and number of audit locations within the FPMU, which is 
influenced by the different forest plantation management activities and their 
complexity and frequency/occurrence within a stipulated time period. 

 
4. However, the time allocated to the various locations of a complex audit must be 

documented to justify the allocated audit duration. 
 
5. Table 1 below shows the minimum on-site duration for each of the different audits 

according to the FPMU size. The on-site audit duration includes the opening meeting, 
site audit, interviews and closing meeting, and excludes the time needed for planning, 
preparation, travel, closing out of non-conformities and report writing. 

 
6. The audit duration does not allow for auditing forest plantation management 

activities/systems/sites outside the FPMU. Where there is such a need, the audit 
duration should be increased accordingly. 

 
7. Table 1 has been developed to provide sufficient time under normal circumstances to 

adequately carry out the audit of forest plantations against the standard for forest 
plantation management certification under the MTCS. 

 
Table 1: Minimum on-site audit durations (days) for initial audit (stage1 

and stage 2 audits), annual surveillance audit and recertification 
audit according to FPMU size 

 

FPMU Size 

Audit Duration (days) 

Stage 1 
Audit 

(1-member 
team) 

Stage 2 
Audit 

(3-member 
team) 

Annual 
Surveillance 

Audit 
(2-member 

team) 

Recertification 
Audit 

(3-member 
team) 

FPMU < 5,000 ha 2 2 2 2 

FPMU 5,000 - 
10,000 ha 

2 3  2 3 

FPMU  
10,001 - 50,000 ha 

2 4 3 4 

FPMU >50,000 ha 3 5 4 5 

 


