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The Malaysian Timber Certification 

Scheme (MTCS) has become the first  

tropical timber certification scheme in the 

Asia Pacific region, and the second in the 

world after the Gabonese Forest  

Certification Scheme, to be endorsed by 

the Programme for the Endorsement of 

Forest Certification schemes (PEFC).  

 

Dato’ Dr. Freezailah Che Yeom, 

Chairman of the MTCC, which 

operates the MTCS, said, 

“MTCC is indeed pleased and 

proud to have obtained the 

PEFC endorsement, which 

shows that the various aspects 

of the MTCS, such as the  

institutional arrangement and 

certification standards used, 

have met the stringent  

requirements of the PEFC. It 

gives further assurance that 

forests certified under the MTCS are  

implementing the best management  

practices and contributing to the  

challenging efforts to achieve sustainable 

forest management, particularly for the 

tropical rainforests”.  

 

Dr. Freezailah added that the  

endorsement enables the MTCS to achieve 

mutual recognition with 27 other PEFC-

endorsed certification schemes. This 

means that the MTCS-certified timber 

product manufacturers and exporters will 

soon be able to combine PEFC-certified 

material from Malaysia with other PEFC-

certified material under the PEFC logo.  

 

“The endorsement is further testimony 

that the MTCS has made tremendous  

progress and improvements 

since it began operation in  

October 2001. I would like to 

attribute this success to the 

hard work of the MTCC  

management and staff, as 

well as all the Malaysian  

stakeholder groups for their 

contributions and inputs 

which have been very helpful 

in improving the scheme to 

meet the requirements of 

the PEFC”, added Dr. 

Freezailah. 

 

The decision to endorse the Malaysian 

Criteria and Indicators for Forest  

Management Certification [MC&I(2002)] 

was announced on 5 May 2009 following 

the outcome of the General Assembly 

postal vote among the PEFC members on 

the recommendation of the Board of  

Directors, based on an assessment of the 

MTCS by an independent assessor  

appointed by the PEFC Council. 

PEFC Endorsement of MTCS 

PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes) 

 

PEFC is a framework for the assessment and endorsement of national forest  

certification systems that have been developed based on internationally recognised 

requirements for sustainable forest management. Since its launch in 1999, PEFC has 

become the largest forest certification umbrella organisation covering national  

systems from all over the world, delivering hundreds of millions of tonnes of wood 

to the processing industry and then onto the market place from currently more than 

200 million hectares of certified forests. This is an area which is larger than the  

combined forest area of all European Union member states. PEFC has strong grass 

roots support from many stakeholders including the forestry sector, governments, 

trade associations, trade unions and non-governmental organisations. 
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Briefing Session on Implications of PEFC Endorsement of MTCS 

Following the announcement by PEFC 

Council on the endorsement of the 

MTCS, MTCC has organised a briefing 

session on the Implications of PEFC  

Endorsement of the MTCS on 21 May 

2009 in Kuala Lumpur to provide a  

better understanding on this important 

development and the actions that need 

to be taken by all MTCS Certificate  

Holders and Notified Certification Bodies 

(CBs). The briefing session was attended 

by 115 participants, including  represen-

tatives of timber industry associations 

and relevant government agencies. 

 

The three presentations given during the 

briefing highlighted the following: 

• Update on the implementation of the 

new institutional arrangement for 

MTCS 

• Notification of CBs for Forest Manage-

ment Certification (FMC) and Chain of 

Custody (CoC) certification by MTCC 

and accreditation of CBs for FMC and 

CoC by Standards Malaysia (SM) 

• Progress of auditing by MTCS-notified 

CBs 

• Latest development on the CoC  

accreditation programme 

• Current status of FMC and CoC  

certificates issued by MTCC (under the 

previous institutional arrangement) 

• Notification of PEFC-accredited CBs 

and use of PEFC logo 

 

During the question and answer session, 

the participants raised a number of 

questions related to the use of the PEFC 

logo and the MTCS certified-materials 

which qualify to use the PEFC logo. 

 

The participants were informed that 

certificate holders under the MTCS are 

currently not eligible to use the PEFC 

logo yet, until they have obtained an 

As the initial step in the review of the  MC&I(2002), 

the MC&I(2002) has been subjected to a 60-day 

public comment from 1 April to 31 May 2009.  

  

As previously mentioned, the whole review process 

of the MC&I(2002) would take 16 months and 

would entail, among others, the establishment of 

the Standards Review Committee (SRC) and the 

Panel of Experts (PoE). 

 

The SRC which serves as the multi-stakeholder 

“Forum” will be the main body to review the MC&I

(2002) and develop the revised standard. Currently, 

the respective stakeholder groups i.e. relevant  

government agencies (RGA), economic,  

environmental and social (workers’ unions and  

indigenous peoples) stakeholder groups from the 

three regions of Malaysia, i.e. Sabah, Sarawak and 

Peninsular Malaysia are in the process of  

nominating their respective members to serve in 

the SRC. The SRC is proposed to comprise a total of 

15 members.   

  

For an update on the establishment of the PoE, 

please refer to the article entitled “Panel of Experts 

for MC&I(2002) Review Formed”. 

 

For further information regarding the MC&I(2002) 

review, please log on to MTCC website or contact 

Mr. Yong Teng Koon, Senior Manager (Forest  

Management) at yongtk@mtcc.com.my or Tel. No. 

03-92005008. 

Update on the Review of the MC&I(2002) 

The Panel of Experts (PoE) which will be assisting the MTCC in carrying out 

its work as the Secretariat for the review of the MC&I(2002) has been 

formed by the MTCC. The PoE will comprise experts in the economic,  

environmental and social aspects of forest management who will provide 

advice to MTCC on how comments and proposals received from  

stakeholder groups related to the Principles, Criteria, Indicators and  

Verifiers in the MC&I(2002) can be incorporated into the revised standard. 

For this purpose, the experts are individuals or those working in  

government agencies and other organisations, which are not directly  

involved in the forest certification process and also would not be directly 

involved in representing any stakeholder group in the multi-stakeholder 

consultations related to the MC&I(2002) review. 

 

In line with the terms of reference (ToR) and the criteria for selection of  

members of the PoE, the Secretariat has invited the following experts to 

be the members of the PoE: 

(Continued on page  3) 

Panel of Experts for MC&I(2002) Review Formed 

Name of Expert Organisation/Background Field of Expertise 

Dato’ 

Shaharuddin 

Mohd Ismail 

Principal Research Fellow, 

Institute for Environment and 

Development, Universiti 

Kebangsaan Malaysia; former 

Deputy Director General of 

Forestry (Forest Operations), 

Forestry  Department 

Peninsular Malaysia 

Forestry and 

forest 

management 

Dr. Sanath 

Kumaran 

Conservation Planning Expert, 

Director, Envirologic Consulting; 

formerly with WWF Malaysia 

and Wetlands International 

(Malaysia) 

Environment 

accredited certificate issued by a PEFC-

notified and accredited CB. The  

participants were told that these  

conditions could be met towards the end 

of 2009 when some of the present  

MTCS-notified CBs are able to achieve 

the accreditation requirements of the 

PEFC.   

 

The participants were further informed 

that where there is mixing of certified 

materials where only part of these  

materials are PEFC-certified, the rules 

related to the percentage-based method 

will apply. 
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(Continued from page  2) 

Name of Expert Organisation/Background Field of Expertise 

Balan Nair Independent consultant; 

formerly General Secretary of 

the Timber Employees Union 

Peninsular Malaysia and 

Regional Representative for 

Asia/Pacific of the Building and 

Woodworkers International 

(BWI) 

Social (workers’ 

unions) 

Associate Prof Dr. 

Roszehan Mohd 

Idrus 

Associate Professor, School of 

International Tropical Forestry, 

Universiti Malaysia Sabah 

(specialising in forest 

economics, trade and 

marketing); formerly with 

Malaysian Timber Industry 

Board (MTIB) 

Economic 

Prof Datuk Dr. 

Abdul Rashid 

Abdullah 

Director, Institute of East Asian 

Studies, Universiti Malaysia 

Sarawak (specialising in social 

anthropology); founding Dean 

of Faculty of Social Sciences and 

former Vice Chancellor, UMS 

Social 

(indigenous 

peoples) 

MTCC looks forward to working closely with the members of the PoE in  

formulating appropriate amendments/additions to the MC&I(2002), based 

on the proposals received from the stakeholder groups.     

In its efforts to strengthen the dispute resolution procedures in the MTCS, 

the MTCC has reviewed the existing procedures contained in the scheme 

document entitled Procedures for the Investigation and Resolution of  

Complaints and Appeals (GL 1/2008) and issued a new document entitled  

Dispute Resolution Procedures (DRP 1/2009) upon its approval by the 

MTCC Board on 17 February 2009.  

 

Document DRP 1/2009 provides a comprehensive set of procedures to 

handle disputes, including complaints and appeals, which may arise in  

connection with the operation of the MTCS, other than disputes relating to 

the decisions and activities of a certified entity, an accredited certification 

body (CB) or an accreditation body (AB), which shall be dealt with by the 

dispute resolution procedures of the relevant accredited CB, AB, or by the 

International Accreditation Forum (IAF), respectively. 

 

The procedures in document DRP 1/2009 deal with the scope, the  

independent Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC), submission of disputes,  

timeliness, notification to the DRC, responding party, consideration of  

dispute by the DRC, costs and conflicts of interest. The details of document 

DRP 1/2009 are available at the MTCC web site http://www.mtcc.com.my.  

 

As stated in DRP 1/2009, the DRC is an independent committee and under 

the MTCS, its decision in any dispute is final. In this connection, we are 

pleased to announce that the members of the DRC have been appointed 

by the MTCC Board. The three-member DRC comprises of Y. Bhg. Tan Sri 

Dr. Salleh b Mohd. Nor as the Chairman, with the two members being  

Members of Dispute Resolution Committee Appointed 

Y. Bhg. Datu Dr. Michael D. Lunjew and Y. Bhg. 

Datuk Eric Juin.  

 

Tan Sri Dr. Salleh b. Mohd Nor was the founding 

Director-General of the Forest Research Institute 

Malaysia (FRIM) and is actively involved in  

various activities related to the environment, 

wildlife conservation and forest management. 

Among others, he was the President of the  

Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) from 1978 to 

2006, and was recently re-elected as President. 

He was awarded the Inaugural Langkawi Award 

for Environment as well as other awards such as 

the ASEAN Award for Environmental  

Conservation. He was also on the Inaugural  

Human Rights Commission (SUHAKAM). In  

addition, he is currently the Secretary General of 

the Academy of Sciences Malaysia where he 

serves on several committees. At the  

international level, Tan Sri Dr. Salleh was on the 

inaugural board of the Center for International 

Forestry Research (CIFOR) in Indonesia, and a 

member of High Level Committee on Forestry 

formed by the Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO). 

 

Datu Dr. Michael Lunjew retired as the Secretary-

General of the Ministry of Plantation Industries 

and Commodities (MPIC) where he had extensive 

experience in dealing with industry and  

trade-related issues connected with the various 

commodities, among which are timber and palm 

oil. Prior to joining MPIC, Datu Dr. Lunjew served 

many years in both the Malaysian External Trade 

Corporation (MATRADE) as well the Ministry of 

International Trade and Industry (MITI).  

 

Datuk Eric Juin retired as the Director of the  

Environment Protection Department in Sabah, 

where he was involved with the administration 

and management of the Department, and in the 

enforcement of the State Environment  

Protection Enactment 2002. Prior to this, Datuk 

Juin served for many years in the Sabah Forestry 

Department where he was actively involved in 

research and in the planning and management of 

forest operations, both at district level and at the 

headquarters.  

 

The three members of the DRC are therefore 

well known individuals who have a wealth of 

experience in fields related to forest  

management and the timber industry. MTCC is 

confident that with their varied and wide  

experience and expertise, the members of the 

DRC will be able to deal with any dispute  

submitted to the DRC in a fair and balanced  

manner.  
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More Certificates Accepted under the Keurhout Protocol for SFM 

As reported during the previous issue of 

the MTCC News, the admission of the 

MTCS to the Keurhout Protocol for Legal 

Origin (KH-Legal) has automatically  

qualified all MTCS-certified Forest  

Management Units (FMUs) and holders of 

the MTCS Certificate for Chain-of-Custody 

to be accepted under the Keurhout  

system as KH-Legal. 

 

As at May 2009, the number of MTCS-

certified FMUs which have been admitted 

under the Keurhout Sustainable  System 

(KH-Sustainable) remained at six (i.e. 

Negeri Sembilan, Pahang, Perak,  

Kelantan, Kedah and Terengganu FMUs)  

 

However, another six holders of the 

MTCS Certificate for Chain-of-Custody 

(CoC) have been accepted under  

KH-Sustainable. These companies are as 

follows: 

 

• Pan Resources Sdn. Bhd. 

• Mahawangsa Timber Industries  

Sdn. Bhd. 

• Suria Dayapi Timber Products  

Sdn. Bhd. 

• Eco Lumber Sdn. Bhd. 

• Arif Jasa Industries sdn. Bhd. 

• Kilang Papan Datuk Wan Ahmad 

(Raub) Sdn. Bhd. 

Hence by the end of May 2009, a total 

of six FMUs and ten CoC holders under 

the MTCS have been accepted under 

the KH-SFM. The list of the accepted  

MTCS Certificate holders can be  

obtained from the following link:  

 

For sustainability 

www.keurhout.nl/english/

cetificates_legal.htm 

 

For legality 

www.keurhout.nl/english/

cetificates_sustainable.htm   

 

Since the PEFC endorsement of the 

MTCS, MTCC has been working towards 

the admittance of the MTCS to the  

KH-Sustainable. 

 

Moody International Certification 

(Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. has issued its first 

MTCS Certificate for Chain-of-Custody 

against the requirements of PEFC  

Technical Document Annex 4 to Leung 

Huat Timber Industries (M) Sdn. Bhd.  

 

SIRIM QAS International Sdn. Bhd. and 

SGS (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. have both  

issued an additional three and fourteen 

MTCS CoC certificates respectively.  

 

The 18 companies which awarded with 

MTCS CoC certificates are as follows: 

More Certificates Issued by MTCS Notified CBs 

Certificates issued by SGS (Malaysia)  

• United Trading & Sawmill Sdn. Bhd. 

• Shen Foong Trading Sdn. Bhd. 

• Syarikat Kayu-Kayan Baoli Sdn. Bhd.* 

• Mentakab Sawmill Sdn. Bhd. 

• Wood Village Industries Sdn. Bhd. 

• MIECO Manufacturing Sdn. Bhd.* 

• Promptcon Enterprise Sdn. Bhd.* 

• Jerteh Timber Enterprise Sdn. Bhd. 

• Legend Wood Sdn. Bhd. 

• GMI Enterprise Sdn. Bhd.* 

• Permata Upaya Sdn. Bhd.* 

• Carl Ronnow (M) Sdn. Bhd. 

• Kilang Papan Seong Eng Sdn. Bhd.* 

• Leong Seng Sawmill Sdn. Bhd. 

Certificates issued by SIRIM QAS  

• Samling Plywood (Baramas) Sdn. Bhd. 

• Kilang Papan Datuk Wan Ahmad 

(Raub) Sdn. Bhd. 

• Maju Weko Timber Industries Sdn. 

Bhd. 

 

Certificates issued by Moody  

International  

• Leung Huat Timber Industries (M) 

Sdn. Bhd.  

 

Of these 18 timber companies, 6 are 

new MTCS CoC holders (shown with *) 

 

Hence, by end of May 2009, a total of 

61 timber companies have been 

awarded the MTCS CoC certificate 

against the requirements of PEFC  

Technical Document Annex 4 by the 

notified CBs and 33 have signed the 

logo license agreement with MTCC 

which allows them to use the MTCC 

logo under the new institutional  

arrangement. 

Further information regarding the contact details, certificate no., validity of  

certificate, logo licence agreement no. and scope of certification of the MTCS  

certificate holders can be obtained from the MTCC website at www.mtcc.com.my 

under “Certificate Holders”. 
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8th Meeting of Working Group on a Pan ASEAN Timber Certification Initiative  

The 8th Meeting of the Working Group 

on Pan ASEAN Timber Certification  

Initiative was held in Bandar Seri  

Begawan, Brunei Darussalam on 8-9 

April 2009. The Meeting was attended 

by a total of 38 delegates from Brunei 

Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 

PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and 

the ASEAN Secretariat. Additionally a 

representative each from the European 

Union (EU), ASEAN-German Regional 

Forest Programme (ReFOP), Responsible 

Asia Forestry and Trade – The Nature 

Conservancy (RAFT-TNC) programme 

and Institute for Global Environmental 

S t rateg ies  ( IGE S)  were  a l so  

present at the Meeting.  

 

The Malaysian delegation comprised of 

representatives from the Malaysian  

Timber Certification Council as the lead 

agency, Forestry Department Peninsular 

Malaysia, Sarawak Forestry Department, 

Malaysian Timber Industry Board and 

Malaysian Timber Council.  

The main outcome of the Meeting 

was the finalization and adoption of 

the ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for 

Legality of Timber by the Working 

Group. The Meeting also finalized and 

adopted the ASEAN Guideline on 

Phased Approach to Forest  

Certification. The Working Group also 

agreed that Malaysia as the lead 

country shall submit these two  

documents for the consideration of 

the 12th ASEAN Senior Officials on 

Forestry (ASOF) Meeting. 

 

The Working Group also discussed the 

draft Chain of Custody Guidelines for 

Legal Timber and Sustainable Timber 

and requested all member states to  

forward their final comments to the 

Consultant by 8 July 2009. 

 

MTCC presented Malaysia’s country  

report which highlighted the  

operation of the MTCS including its 

new institutional arrangement.  

MTCC attends PEFC National Members Meeting 

MTCC recently attended the PEFC  

National Members Meeting held from  

27-30 May 2009 in Geneva, Switzerland.  

MTCC was represented by its Senior 

Manager (Product), Harnarinder Singh. 

The meeting consisted of three parts, 

Standards Revision Stakeholder  

Dialogue, National Members Meeting 

and Field Trip. 

 

The Stakeholder Dialogue was open to 

the public to provide views and  

suggestions pertaining to the PEFC  

standards revision process.  The PEFC 

has started to revise some of its  

documentation and requirements to 

ensure they meet  customer  

expectations, are robustly implemented 

and monitored, and to increase their 

usage.  The Dialogue was basically to 

find out what the stakeholder  

expectations are and what needs to be 

changed, to ensure that sustainable  

forest management (SFM) certification is  

inclusive and achievable, especially in 

the tropics where most of the challenges 

are.  At the start of the Dialogue, the 

PE FC Secretar ia t  mad e two  

presentations, one on SFM - Challenges 

and Opportunities, and the other on the 

PEFC’s Standard Revision Process.  To 

better understand the expectations of 

various stakeholders, presentations 

were made by representatives of the 

France Nature Environnement (FNE), 

Building and Wood Workers’  

International (BWI), Dutch Timber  

Procurement Assessment Committee 

(TPAC), International Family Forest  

Alliance (IFFA), and retailers  

Weyerhaeuser and Kingfisher plc.  The 

afternoon was dedicated to roundtable 

discussions on Requirements for SFM 

standards, Group/regional certification, 

and National standard setting process/

stakeholder involvement, which were 

held in separate groups.  The  

proceedings and outcome of these  

discussions, including the next steps, 

were presented to the Dialogue  

participants at the end of the session 

 

Beginning this year, the PEFC Secretariat 

has modified the structure of the  

National Members Meeting to allow for 

more discussions and engagement 

among the National Secretaries, increase 

learning and capacity building, and  

benefit from experiences at the national 

(Continued on Page 6) 



Product Volume (m³) 

Plywood 4,117.25 

Sawn Timber 2,300.54 

Moulding 388.02 

Total 6,805.82 

Volume exported in January 2009: 6,805.82 m³ 

Volume exported in February 2009: 4,777.58 m³ 

Volume exported in March 2009: 8,215.36 m³ 

Total cumulative volume exported: 302,403 m³ (since July 2002) 

Export of MTCS-Certified Timber Products By Destination & Product  

Destination Volume (m³) 

United Kingdom 3,148.57 

Netherlands 3,070.92 

Germany 242.13 

France 241.13 

Australia 76.85 

Greece 25.97 

Total 6,805.82 

January 2009 February 2009 

Destination Volume (m³) 

The Netherlands 2,578.55 

United Kingdom 1,456.45 

Denmark 368.48 

Germany 107.15 

France 106.98 

Australia 89.44 

Belgium 70.52 

Total 4,777.58 

Product Volume (m³) 

Plywood 2,307.98 

Sawn Timber 2,115.87 

Moulding 353.72 

Total 4,777.58 
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March 2009 

Destination Volume (m³) 

The Netherlands 3,026.64 

United Kingdom 2,465.19 

Belgium 1,508.75 

Denmark 553.68 

Germany 343.17 

France 183.69 

Australia 71.07 

Poland 36.09 

Africa 27.08 

Total 8,215.36 

Product Volume (m³) 

Plywood 5,023.63 

Sawn Timber 2,800.31 

Moulding 391.41 

Total 8,215.36 

level. To this end, six break-up sessions 

were scheduled for the participants to 

share and discuss experiences in smaller 

groups, which included sessions on 

Chain of Custody revision changes;  

Marketing PEFC - Approaches to increase 

the number of Chain of Custodies;  

Involvement of stakeholders in the  

standard setting process - challenges 

and opportunities; Public Procurement  

Policies - Strategies to make them  

inclusive; Administration of notification 

and PEFC logo usage - possibilities for 

harmonization; and Fundraising.  Prior to 

the break-up sessions, two presentations 

were made by the PEFC Secretariat.  On 

the first day, Jaroslav Tymrak, Head of 

Technical Unit, PEFC International gave a 

Technical Update, while on the second 

day, Ben Gunneberg, Secretary General 

of PEFC International gave an Update on 

(Continued from Page 5) 

the PEFC, which was followed by  

T h o r s t e n  A r n d t ,  H e a d  o f  

Communications, PEFC International 

who spoke on Communications and  

Advocacy.  The outcome of the discus-

sions and exchange of experiences dur-

ing the break-up sessions were reported 

to all the participants at the end of each 

day. 

 

Information on the validity, size, contact information and location map of MTCS certified Forest Management Units can be obtained 

from MTCC website at ww.mtcc.com.my 

On the last day, a field trip was organ-

ised to the Parc Naturel Régional Haut 

Jura, Franche Comté located in France 

just across the Swiss border, where the  

participants, accompanied by a repre-

sentative from the French National For-

est Office, visited a certified forest and 

were briefed on the integrated wood-

land management in the Commune of 

Lajoux. 


