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The endorsement of the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS) by the PEFC 

was a development which was welcomed by timber importers in the United States. 

This was one of the feedback obtained from the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)  

Business Visit to USA held from 9—20 April which covered the cities of Los Angeles, 

New Orleans and Memphis. This visit was held in conjunction with the 55th World of 

Wood Convention of the International Wood Products Association (IWPA) which took 

place in New Orleans on 13—15 April.  

 

The main objective for MTCC’s participation was to generate more awareness and  

provide an update on the latest development in the MTCS. 

 

MTCC’s presentation during the IWPA convention highlighted the PEFC endorsement 

and international recognition of the MTCS. More than 260 participants attended the  

Convention including from overseas. Among the tropical countries participating were 

Ghana and Indonesia. 

 

MTCC also participated in the Seminar on Malaysian Timber Industry in Los Angeles 

which was organised for timber importers and distributors, and the discussion with the 

National Hardwood Lumber Association (NHLA) in Memphis. During both events, MTCC 

highlighted the latest development in the MTCS and the availability of PEFC-certified 

timber products from Malaysia.  

 

In general, further work is needed to improve the awareness of the PEFC and MTCS  

among the timber importers and distributors. Nevertheless, there was keen interest in 

the availability of PEFC-certified timber under the MTCS from Malaysia.  
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Update on the Review of MC&I(Natural Forest) 

Following the consolidation of  

comments and feedback from the three 

Regional Consultations in Sabah,  

Sarawak and Peninsular Malaysia, the 

Second Draft of the MC&I(Natural  

Forest) was subjected to comments by 

the Panel of Experts (PoE) on 27-28 

January 2011.  

 

Subsequently, the Third Draft of the 

M C & I ( N a t u r a l  F o r e s t )  w h i c h  

incorporated the comments of the PoE 

was subjected to the consideration of 

the Second Meeting of the Standards 

Review Committee (SRC) which was held 

in Miri on 16-18 March 2011, which  

resulted in the Final Draft of the MC&I

(Natural Forests). 

 

The Final Draft has recently undergone 

the third and final 60-day public  

comment period from 14 May – 12 July 

2011. The feedback obtained from the 

third public comment period will be  

Subsequent to the issuance of the two 

normative documents under the MTCS: 

i.e. (i) Interpretation of Criterion 6.10 of 

the MC&I(2002); and (ii) Interpretation 

of the term ‘Free and Informed Consent’ 

in the MC&I(2002) on 16 February 2011, 

MTCC together with the  

Forestry Department Peninsular 

Malaysia (FDPM) organised 

four briefing sessions to inform 

the managers and staff of the 

FMUs with regard to the  

interpretation and implemen-

tation of the two normative  

documents.  

 

The Interpretation of Criterion 6.10 of 

the MC&I(2002) was issued to ensure a 

clearer interpretation of Criterion 6.10 

particularly relating to forest conversion. 

The Interpretation of the term ‘Free and 

Informed Consent’ in the MC&I(2002) 

was issued to provide guidance on the 

interpretation of the term ‘free and  

informed consent’ which is specified in 

several Criteria and Indicators in the 

MC&I(2002). 

 

The four briefing sessions were conducted 

in different ‘zones’ in Peninsular  

Malaysia (eastern zone in Kota Bharu, 

southern zone in Johor Bharu, central 

zone in Kuantan and northern zone in 

Ipoh) and were attended by a total of 

171 forest officers and uniformed staff 

(Forest Rangers and Foresters) of the 

various State Forestry Departments. 

considered by the Third Meeting of the 

SRC, which is scheduled to be held on 20

-22 September 2011, to finalise the 

MC&I(Natural Forest).   

 

For further information regarding the 

review of the MC&I(2002), please log on 

to the MTCC website under ‘latest news’ 

or contact the Secretariat (Yong Teng 

Koon at yongtk@mtcc.com.my and 

Cheah Chi Ern at chi.ern@mtcc.com.my/ 

office tel: 03-21612298). 

All MTCS-Certified FMUs are now PEFC-certified 

With the Kelantan Forest 

Management Unit (FMU) 

being awarded with the  

accredited Certificate for 

Forest Management (Natural 

Forest)) on 9 February 2011, 

all certified FMUs under the 

MTCS are now PEFC-

certified. 

This brings to date a total of nine FMUs (i.e. Segaliud 

Lokan in Sabah, Kedah, Pahang, Perak, Terengganu, 

Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Johor and Kelantan FMUs) 

covering approximately 4.65 million ha or 32% of the total 

Permanent Reserved Forests (PRFs) in Malaysia holding valid 

PEFC certificate. More information can be obtained from 

MTCC’s website. 

Briefing on two new Normative Documents issued under MTCS 
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Progress on Pan ASEAN Timber Certification Initiative 

The Tenth Meeting of the Working 

Group on a Pan ASEAN Timber  

Certification Initiative (WG) was held in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia on 25-26 May 

2011. The Meeting was attended by 

delegates from six ASEAN Member 

States and a representative from the 

European Union (EU) FLEGT Asia  

Programme. 

 

The nine delegates representing  

Malaysia were from the MTCC as the 

lead agency, MTIB, MTC, Sarawak  

Forestry Department, Sarawak Forestry 

Corporation, STIDC and STA. MTCC was 

represented by its CEO, Mr. Chew and 

Ms. Premalatha Mogan, Executive 

(Product).  

 

The WG reviewed the progress in the 

implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines 

for CoC of Legal Timber and Sustainable 

Timber which was endorsed by the 32nd 

ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and  

Forestry (AMAF) Meeting held on 23 

October 2010 in Phnom Penh,  

Cambodia.  

 

The ASEAN Member States presented 

their country reports and updates on the 

development of C&I for legality of  

timber, SFM/forest management  

certification and the implementation of 

timber certification. In addition,  

Malaysia and Indonesia shared their 

experiences on the negotiations with the 

EU on the Voluntary Partnership  

Agreement (VPA) and on the implemen-

tation of Lacey Act and its impacts. 

 

On the targets set within the ASEAN  

Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint 

for trade in legal and sustainable timber, 

the meeting recognised the need to 

specify how such requirements for legal 

and sustainable timber could be put into 

operation so it can be met by timber 

product manufacturers and exporters 

within ASEAN market. It was agreed that 

the requirements would need to give 

due recognition of the many existing 

initiatives for ensuring legal and  

sustainable timber that is already  

undertaken within the ASEAN Member 

States such as timber certification and 

EU-FLEGT VPA. 

 

Malaysia was requested to develop the 

first draft of the Terms of Reference 

(ToR) for a consultant to take stock of 

the existing initiatives and consider 

these initiatives as references to meet 

the targets set in the AEC Blueprint. The 

draft ToR will be circulated to ASEAN 

Member States for comments and  

finalization.  

 

MTCS Sufficient for Australia Illegal Logging Policy 

During its Third Meeting, the Malaysia-

Australia Agricultural Cooperation  

Working Group (MAACWG) has  

extended the field of cooperation to 

cover forestry and timber matters of 

mutual interest, including  implementation 

of  projects and the facilitation of  

resolution of bilateral issues. 

 

Subsequently, two meetings of the  

Sub-Working Group on Forestry and 

Timber have been held. MTCC attended 

the Third Meeting of the Sub-Working 

Group on 22 March 2011 in Hobart,  

Tasmania, as the agenda included  

discussions on Australia’s Illegal Logging 

Policy and the proposed MOU with  

Malaysia, the Pan ASEAN Timber  

Certification Initiative, Update on  

measures in promoting SFM in Malaysia 

and Progress on implementation of 

MTCS.  

 

During the Meeting, MTCC provided an 

update on the progress of  

implementation of the MTCS. It is  

understood that under the new illegal 

logging policy, the MTCS would be  

considered as sufficient to meet  

Australia’s requirements. 
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nobil ia is Germany's leading  

manufacturer of fitted kitchens and 

number two in Europe. Nobilia’s annual 

production represents more than 

485,000 kitchens or 4.9 million cubic 

meters of particle board. Since 2009, all 

nobilia kitchens are PEFC-certified. 

 

nobilia takes its commitment to  

environmental sustainability seriously 

and has introduced internal  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  

mechanisms. Since obtaining PEFC  

certification, the company has worked to 

rapidly  integrate PEFC standards and 

requirements into the existing  

management systems of the company. 

 

PEFC certification has yielded positive 

results for the company. The company 

relies on large volumes of wood-based 

materials for its kitchens. PEFC  

certification has enabled the company to 

procure the required volumes of wood 

from sustainably managed forests.  

Suppliers have been asked to exclusively 

provide PEFC-certified products,  

allowing nobilia to be the first kitchen 

manufacturer in Germany to achieve 

sustainability certification. Given rising 

levels of consumer awareness, this has 

afforded the company a key competitive 

advantage internationally where PEFC 

certification has become a selling point 

for the company. 

 

PEFC certification also enables the  

company to offer clear and demonstrable 

evidence of the origin of the raw  

materials used in its products. This helps 

to strengthen the company's position in 

the market and offers nobilia and its 

trading partners a further competitive 

edge. 

 

The management of nobilia believes that 

valuable wood resources will in future 

be increasingly scarce. For nobilia  

therefore sustainable forest management 

is vital. By participating in the PEFC  

initiative the company is making a  

contribution to a future in which forests 

are managed in a sustainable manner so 

that timber resources will still be  

available in the long term. 

 

Customers' reactions to nobilia's  

promotion of PEFC certification have 

generally been very positive.  

Furthermore, as the number of PEFC-

certified producers and products  

continues to grow, PEFC is gaining in 

popularity. 

 

nobilia believes that its decision to select 

PEFC certification was the right one and 

its commitment to responsible sourcing 

has assisted the company in maintaining 

and further expanding its leading role in 

sustainability. 

PEFC NEWS Source: PEFC Website - news update 

nobilia: Building PEFC-Certified Kitchens in Germany 

Leading German Furniture Manufacturer Decker Promotes Benefits of PEFC Certification 

Decker GmbH is a wooden furniture 

manufacturer based in Germany. Decker 

specializes in the production of solid 

wood furniture products for living and 

dining areas, ranging from classical to 

modern style. Traditionally, Decker has 

sourced wood from sustainably  

managed forests and chose to obtain 

PEFC chain of custody certification to 

document and promote its responsible 

sourcing practices. 

 

Environmental considerations are a  

cornerstone of Decker's corporate  

philosophy. The company seeks to  

ensure that sustainability concerns are 

integrated throughout the entire value 

chain, from procurement to production 

to the final product. To this end, Decker 

uses only high-quality, environmentally-

friendly raw materials and supplies in its 

entire production. 

 

By obtaining PEFC certification, Decker is 

showing the marketplace that in  

choosing PEFC-certified products,  

customers and consumers alike can 

make a valuable contribution to a 

healthy environment. 

 

The majority of Decker's customers are 

responding positively to the company's 

commitment to PEFC, yet Decker has 

noticed that a number of furniture  

retailers are unfamiliar with the label, 

and Decker wishes to fill this knowledge 

gap. 

 

PEFC certification is important for 

Decker because it delivers: 

• clear and transparent traceability of 

timber 

• global recognition and credibility 

• prevention of timber exploitation, 

illegal harvesting, clear cutting and 

monoculture 

• minimization of pesticides 

• assurances that the wood used in its 

products come from site-specific tree 

species; and 

• guarantees for customers that the 

products they are acquiring are from 

sustainable sources. 

 

Decker's PEFC-certified status offers  

assurances about sustainability in the 

entire value chain from the forest to the 

finished product. PEFC certification  

provides assurances to customers and 

consumers that its timber products  

originate from sustainable managed 

forests. It promotes Decker's tradition of 

p lacin g stron g emp hasis  on  

environmental protection, sustainability 

and credibility in all of its activities, and 

is a smart move in preparation for the 

future. 
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More information on the validity, size, contact information and location map of certified FMUs under the MTCS 
can be obtained from: www.mtcc.com.my 

Export of Certified Timber Products under MTCS 

April 2011 

By Destination Volume (m³) 

Netherlands 5,982.53 

France 921.15 

Germany 438.10 

Belgium 400.97 

United Kingdom 381.16 

Norway 171.69 

Total 8,496.55 

Greece 69.81 

Italy 63.46 

Australia 34.91 

Poland 32.77 

By Product Volume (m³) 

Sawn Timber 5,861.00 

Plywood 1,532.25 

Moulding 715.33 

Total 8,496.55 

Door Jambs 387.97 

By Product Volume (m³) 

Sawn Timber 6,010.85 

Woodchips 1,775.31 

Plywood 1,559.45 

Total 10,496.70 

Moulding 865.69 

Door Jambs 285.40 

By Destination Volume (m³) 

Netherlands 4,936.28 

United Kingdom 1,083.02 

Japan 1,775.31 

Belgium 919.39 

France 918.14 

Germany 363.49 

Denmark 298.81 

Italy 104.94 

Total 10,496.70 

South Africa 33.53 

Australia 32.83 

Greece 30.96 

May 2011 

Total cumulative volume exported since July 2002: 491,482 m³ 

Volume exported in December 2010 - March 2011:  27,121.78 m³ 

Volume exported in April 2011: 8,496.55 m³ 

Volume exported in May 2011: 10,496.70 m³ 

Volume exported in June 2011: 8,758.30 m³ 

By June 2010, 171 timber companies are holders of PEFC certificate for CoC under the MTCS. 

By Product Volume (m³) 

Sawn Timber 16,677.18 

Plywood 7,400.03 

Moulding 3,044.57 

Total 27,121.78 

December 2010 - March 2011 

By Destination Volume (m³) 

Netherlands 15,093.39 

United Kingdom 4,503.35 

France 2,880.52 

Belgium 1,587.59 

Germany 1,124.10 

USA 722.65 

Italy 432.89 

Norway 386.05 

Australia 173.77 

Greece 103.45 

Poland 66.00 

South Africa 32.47 

Denmark 15.55 

Total 27,121.78 

By Destination
(cont.) 

Volume (m³) 
(cont.) 

By Product Volume (m³) 

Sawn Timber 4,425.41 

Plywood 3,297.91 

Moulding 828.64 

Door Jambs 206.34 

Total 8,758.30 

By Destination Volume (m³) 

Netherlands 5,584.03 

United Kingdom 1,518.18 

France 869.88 

Germany 483.96 

Belgium 242.83 

Italy 48.80 

Australia 10.62 

Total 8,758.30 

June 2011 

 

Come & visit  

MICCOS 2011.  

Organised biennially by the  

Ministry of Plantation Industries and  

Commodities and its agencies.   

This event is open to the public. For 

more information, log on to   

www.miccos.com.my 


