
 

   

V. 8, Issue 2, April - June 2014 

Contact information: C-08-05, Block C, Megan Avenue II, No. 12, Jalan Yap Kwan Seng, 50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,  

Tel : +603-2161 2298,      Fax : +603-2161 2293,       E-Mail : info@mtcc.com.my,       Website: www.mtcc.com.my 

MTCS accepted by Dutch 

Government 
1 

Ar&cles from Dutch Na&onal 

Daily on MTCS 
2 

Update on Review of MC&I

(Forest Planta&ons) – Regional 

Stakeholder Consulta&ons 

3 

PEFC No&fica&on Fee under 

the MTCS 
4 

2013 MTCC raffle in Germany 4 

Export of Cer&fied Timber 

Products under the MTCS  
6 

Working Visit to Germany 5 

Inside this issue: 

The Malaysian Timber  Cer&fica&on 

Scheme (MTCS) operated by MTCC is 

endorsed by the Programme 

for the Endorsement of Forest  

Cer&fica&on (PEFC), currently 

the world’s largest forest  

cer&fica&on organiza&on. 

 

The Malaysian Timber Cer&fica&on Council (MTCC) welcomes the long overdue 

acceptance of the PEFC-endorsed Malaysian Timber Cer&fica&on Scheme (MTCS) under 

the Dutch government’s public procurement policy for &mber.  This decision allows the 

Dutch &mber and construc&on industry to use PEFC-cer&fied &mber and &mber 

products under the MTCS for public projects in the Netherlands. However, it is 

disappoin&ng that the acceptance is only for a period of 2 years, in spite of the 

intended full acceptance agreed upon three years ago by the Dutch government. 

 

MTCC is relieved that the Malaysian effort in the field of sustainable forest 

management has opened the Dutch government market for MTCS cer&fied &mber. 

However, MTCC is concerned that cer&fied &mber from Malaysia will be treated as less 

sustainable. The Dutch Ministry for Infrastructure and the Environment has classified 

the MTCS as ‘not fully mee&ng the TPAS criteria’, thereby con&nuing to show 

differen&al treatment for the scheme. As a valued member of PEFC Interna&onal and 

as a scheme accepted by all the five EU Member States with ac&ve sustainable 

procurement policies, the MTCS has proved to meet interna&onally accepted and 

recognised sustainability requirements of the PEFC Interna&onal. 

 

MTCC considers the recent visit of the Dutch State Secretary for Economic Affairs, Her 

Excellency Mrs. Sharon Dijksma to Malaysia on 12 June as an important step towards 

the full and uncondi&onal acceptance of the MTCS following a construc&ve bilateral 

mee&ng with her Malaysian counterpart, His Excellency Minister Douglas Uggah Embas 

from the Ministry of Planta&on Industries and Commodi&es.  State Secretary Dijksma’s 

visit to a MTCS-cer&fied forest the following day also provided her the opportunity to 

witness the implementa&on of sustainable forest management prac&ces in Malaysia, 

including  the opportunity to study detailed maps of the MTCS-cer&fied forests.  

 

Con�nued on page 3 

MTCS accepted by Dutch Government 

Selangor TengahDistrict Forest officer, Awang Shaffie briefed State  

Secretary  Dijksma 
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Ar9cles from Dutch Na9onal Daily on MTCS 

Source: Daily Newspaper Telegraaf, 16 April 2014 

Brussels demands clarifica9on on cer9fica9on scheme war 

European mega-fine threatens 9mber lobby 

 

THE HAGUE –The Dutch government threatens to receive a 

European mega-fine because of a dispute on sustainable 

9mber. The FSC cer9fica9on scheme has a preferen9al 

posi9on compared to other cer9fica9on schemes in our 

country because of lobbying by Environmental clubs like the 

WWF and Greenpeace. Brussels fears that there is unfair 

compe99on. 

 

The European Commission believes that the WWF and 

Greenpeace oppose sustainable Malaysian &mber with the 

MTCS label, because that is in their interest. The environmental 

fans proved to have a seat in the board of the compe&&ve 

&mber scheme FSC. Brussels cri&cizes the conflict of interest 

[ed. a Dutch expression is used: ‘having two hats on your head’, 

meaning conflict of interest] and threatens with an 

infringement procedure according to stakeholders. Currently 

the government is asked for clarifica&on. If the European 

Commission is not sa&sfied, it can result in law suits and heHy 

fines. The Dutch government only procures sustainable &mber. 

This means among other things that trees must be replaced 

aHer felling.  

 

The government has given the green light for the FSC scheme. 

WWF, Greenpeace and human rights organiza&on NCIV have a 

seat there at the top of the organiza&on. It is these three clubs 

that fiercely resist the Malaysian Timber of compe&tor MTCS. 

This &mber is no good because there is “ambiguity” about 

“conver&ng natural forest to planta&ons”, according to 

Greenpeace. The "rights of the indigenous popula&on are not 

recognized by Malaysia” either.  

 

Curiously the environmental clubs frankly admit that their ‘own 

label’ FSC has plenty of shortcomings. 

 

Malaysia is furious and has complained to the European 

Commission. The Commission contacted Mansveld 

(Environment) for clarifica&on. The infringement proceedings 

against the Netherlands will now be started quickly according to 

credible sources. 

Ar�cle translated by Smeet Stuget deVries 

Source: Daily Newspaper Telegraaf, 3 June 2014 

End to Timber war 

Only at the last moment State Secretary Mansveld 

(Infrastructure) managed to avert a mega fine from 

Brussels. The European Commission brandished 

with the financial penalty, because the Netherlands 

is involved in a 9mber cer9fica9on schemes war.  

 

Un&l recently the Dutch government only recognized 

one cer&fica&on scheme: FSC. A compe&ng 

cer&fica&on scheme from Malaysia (MTCS) was 

systema&cally excluded. Malaysia submiLed a complaint with 

the European Commission. The Commission has the opinion 

that unfair compe&&on is involved. The environmental clubs 

like WWF and Greenpeace seem to play a dubious role in this 

affair. They hold a seat in the board of the FSC-cer&fica&on 

scheme and therefore would benefit from opposing compe&tor 

MTCS.  

The fine from Brussels can be avoided now Mansveld has 

decided to give ‘green light’ [ed. approval] also to the Malaysian 

&mber. The ban on MTCS-&mber will be liHed for at least two 

year, according to the Labour-Party Minister.  

 

Ar�cle translated by Smeet Stuget deVries 
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Con�nued from page 1 

 

The Dutch Cabinet had specifically requested its Parliament to recognize the role and responsibility of the interna&onal umbrella 

organiza&on PEFC Interna&onal which is currently reassessing the MTCS under the new PEFC meta-standards. The outcome of the 

review is expected later this year. Malaysia expects the Dutch government to fully accept the MTCS under its procurement policy 

if this re-assessment concludes that the MTCS fully complies with the meta-standards. 

 

Update on Review of MC&I(Forest Planta9ons) – Regional Stakeholder Consulta9ons 

The Regional Stakeholder Consulta&ons on the Enquiry DraH 2 

of the MC&I(Forest Planta&ons) were conducted in Kuching  

(8 April), Kota Kinabalu (10 April) and Kuala Lumpur (15 April) as 

an avenue for the stakeholders to meet and provide their 

comments and feedback, as well as for the Secretariat and 

Members of the Standards Review CommiLee (SRC) to provide 

any clarifica&on regarding the Enquiry DraH 2. 

A total of 126 stakeholders represen&ng various interests i.e. 

social, environmental and economic, aLended the three 

regional stakeholder consulta&ons, with 45 par&cipants in 

Kuching (picture on the le$), 36 in Kota Kinabalu (middle) and 

another 45 in Kuala Lumpur (far right). 

The consulta&ons resulted in a number of recommenda&ons 

and proposals made on the Enquiry DraH 2, incorpora&ng the 

latest developments related to policies and legisla&on, as well as 

experiences gained in forest planta&on establishment and 

management in the context of forest cer&fica&on.  One key 

proposal was the recommenda&on to streamline the 

requirements of Principle 10 by incorpora&ng them into the 

corresponding requirements in Principle 1 – 9. 

The records of the consulta&ons were circulated to the relevant 

stakeholders by region via e-mail or postal mail. The comments 

and proposals received from the stakeholders have been 

compiled and will be considered by the SRC at its Third Mee&ng 

scheduled to be held from 7 – 9 July 2014 in Kota Kinabalu. 

Further details on the comments received during the regional 

stakeholder consulta&ons can be obtained from the MTCC 

website. 

Harnarinder Singh explaining to Dijksma regarding the 

FMU Map 

Dijksma having a first-hand experience of walking in a 

regenerated tropical rainforest 
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PEFC No9fica9on Fee under the MTCS  

In connec&on with the revision by the PEFC council on the 

guidance document PEFC GD 1006:2012, PEFC No�fica�on of 

Cer�fica�on Bodies by PEFC Council, which s&pulates the revised 

structure and tariffs of fees charged for issued PEFC cer&ficates 

for forest management and chain of custody (CoC), and PEFC 

Logo usage licenses, MTCC is now imposing a PEFC No&fica&on 

Fee beginning 1 July 2014 on all PEFC cer&ficate holders under 

the MTCS. 

 

Following this development, MTCC is now charging only 

No&fica&on fee per issued cer&ficate, without charging an 

addi&onal logo usage fee to the cer&ficate holder for the PEFC 

Logo usage license.  This fee will be collected annually by the 

cer&fica&on bodies on behalf of MTCC as part of the total 

audi&ng cost. 

 

With this revised fee structure, a PEFC Logo usage license will 

be available for the cer&fied en&ty (FMU or company) without 

any addi&onal cost.  

 

MTCC hopes that the waiver of the PEFC logo usage fee will 

translate into an increased logo use amongst cer&ficate holders. 

 

The PEFC No&fica&on fee that will be charged under the MTCS 

and the amount collected will be based on the following 

arrangement: 

No9fica9on  

Category  
Subsets  Annual Fee (RM) 

 A.  Forest Manage-

ment Cer&ficates  

Natural Forest and 

Forest  Planta&ons 

RM0.018 per ha of 

cer&fied forest  

 B.  CoC Cer&ficates  

 Based on annual total turnover (RM):  

 Up to 5 Million  300.00  

 Over 5 Million and 

up to 20  Million  
500.00  

 Over 20 Million and 

up to 50  Million  
750.00  

 Over 50 Million and 

up to 100  Million  
1,000.00  

 Over 100 Million  2,000.00  

2013 MTCC raffle in Germany 

In April 2014,  MTCC’s PR Agency in Germany presented Mrs 

Nicola Knechten from Cologne, the winner of a MTCC raffle, a 

PEFC-cer&fied summer swing. Nicola was one of over 170 

par&cipants who par&cipated in the compe&&on. Interested 

admirers of modern Malaysian garden furniture could take part 

in the raffle draw by answering a ques&on posted in the 

German MTCC website www.nachhal&ges-tropenholz.de or by 

comple&ng a postcard at the MTCC stand at the 

garden furniture trade fair SPOGA, or at the German  

Timber Day 2013 exhibi&on. 

The summer swing which was exhibited at both the 

trade shows was produced and sponsored by the 

PEFC-CoC cer&fied Malaysian company Hang Tuah 

Furniture Sdn. Bhd.  

“I congratulate the winner Nicola Knechten and wish 

her and her family lots of fun with the summer swing” 

said MTCC CEO Yong Teng Koon. 

"I am happy to be the winner of the raffle. Being an 

architect for interior design, I love &mber. It is good to 

know that the material used originates from 

sustainably managed forests in Malaysia”, 

commented a happy Nicola Knechten.   

The objec&ve of the raffle was to encourage visitors to the MTCC 

booth at the SPOGA and the German Timber Day 2013 

exhibi&ons, as well as to increase traffic for the MTCC German 

website with the aim to educate and increase awareness of the 

efforts of sustainable forest management in Malaysia. The raffle 

was also aimed at increasing awareness amongst German 

consumers of the availability of a wide variety of PEFC-cer&fied 

&mber products from Malaysia.   

Ar�cle and photograph contributed by Kaiser Communica�on  
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Working Visit to Germany 

On the occasion of the PEFC Na&onal Governing Bodies mee&ng 

which took place recently on 17-19 June in Berlin, MTCC CEO 

Yong Teng Koon held several mee&ngs and events to promote 

the MTCS. The highlight was the MTCC roundtable discussion 

which took place at the Malaysian Embassy in Berlin on 16 June. 

 

More than 30 German par&cipants including representa&ves of 

the &mber and forestry related associa&ons, scien&fic ins&tutes, 

cer&fica&on bodies, students and teachers from the University 

for Sustainable Development, Eberswalde and co-workers of 

Members of the German Bundestag accepted the invita&on by 

MTCC and the Malaysian Ambassador to Germany Dato’ Salman 

Ahmad to aLend the roundtable discussion. The topic of the 

event was “Sustainable Forest Management and Timber 

Cer&fica&on in the Tropics: The Malaysian Experience”. The aim 

was to encourage the use of PEFC cer&fied &mber in public 

procurement and to strengthen the network of sustainable 

tropical forest management supporters.  

 

Yong addressed in his presenta&on the key elements of the 

MTCS, the achievements of &mber cer&fica&on in Malaysia and 

its challenges as well as the interna&onal recogni&on of the 

MTCS. Other speakers included Gustav-Adolf Engelien from the 

Hamburg Authority for Transport, Economic and Innova&on, Bill 

Street, Chairman of PEFC as well as Sheam Satkuru-Granzella, 

Vice-Chair of PEFC.  

 

During his working visit to Germany, Yong also visited the 

wooden window manufacturer HFBB in Bernau near Berlin. 

During a guided tour, the CEO of HFBB Karsten Haeber, 

explained the produc&on of premium wooden windows; 

beginning with the arrival of the laminated scantlings to 

manufacturing the windows.   

 

Yong was very interested in learning more about 

wooden window manufacturing in Germany, the quality as well 

as the ecological requirements. In a brief speech at a discussion 

with representa&ves of HFBB and local journalists aHer the 

guided tour, he  underlined the necessity for legal and 

sustainable forest management, and &mber cer&fica&on to 

meet the requirements of the European wooden window 

market.  

 

At the end of the busy week, the district school Stubenhofer 

Weg in Hamburg Kirchdorf-Sued, welcomed the MTCC CEO for a 

guided tour of the school building where MTCS-cer&fied 

scantlings for wooden windows are used.  

 

Before going on the guided tour, the architect responsible for 

the project, Marc-Olivier Mathez and the Deputy Headmaster, 

MaLhias Herpé explained the concept of the school with the 

moLo “Architecture goes to school“. Mathez pointed out that 

for him, tropical &mber is the ideal material for windows 

because of its excellent applica&on and its ideal stability and 

thermal proper&es.  

 

"I am so proud that the school used MTCS-cer&fied laminated 

scantlings from Malaysia, which is endorsed by the Free and 

Hansea&c City of Hamburg. I hope that the school and all other 

reference objects will become a model for other German 

municipali&es,” expressed Yong. 

 

Ar�cle and photographs contributed by Kaiser Communica�on  

Clockwise star�ng from top right picture: Ambassador Dato’ Salman giving an introductory remark at the Roundtable Discussion, 

Yong par�cipated in the MTCS Roundtable Discussion in Berlin, Yong visited the window manufacturer HFBB in Bernau and Briefing by 

Marc-Oliver Mathez 
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Summary 

Volume exported: 

 

• January 2014:   16,037.47 m³ 

• February 2014:  15,090.50 m³ 

• March 2014: 21,298.79 m
3
 

 

Total cumula9ve volume exported since July 2002:   

867,359.63 m³ 

 

Facts & Figures 

Holders of PEFC Cer9ficates under MTCS: 

• Forest Management Cer9fica9on: 10 Forest Management 

Units covering 4.65 million ha or 32% of total Permanent 

Reserved Forests (PRFs) in Malaysia 

• Chain of Custody Cer9fica9on: 278 companies  

(as at May 2014) 

January 2014 February 2014 March 2014 

Des9na9on(s) Volume (m3) 

Netherlands 3,856.70  

United Kingdom 1,937.94  

Australia 1,472.85  

Germany 1,263.49  

Belgium 1,243.75  

Saudi Arabia 1,217.38  

Japan 1,140.68  

Oman 732.05  

France 699.37  

UAE 605.35  

South Africa 590.26  

Kuwait 407.28  

Denmark 383.10  

Italy 105.31  

Qatar 88.80  

Greece 72.41  

New Zealand 40.82  

Singapore 37.76  

Indonesia 34.82  

Poland 34.77  

Bahrain 28.07  

Jordan 15.54  

Thailand 15.51  

United States 13.46  

Grand Total 16,037.47  

Product(s) Volume (m3) 

Sawn Timber 9,630.22  

Plywood 4,201.31  

Moulding 2,134.67  

Paper 71.27  

Grand Total 16,037.47  

Des9na9on(s) Volume (m3) 

Netherlands 4,259.46 

United Kingdom 2,595.55  

Germany 1,780.18  

Japan 1,102.64  

Belgium 945.39  

Australia 938.78  

UAE 788.58  

France 706.37  

South Africa 562.10  

China 422.47  

Jordan 311.72  

Saudi Arabia 196.40  

Oman 131.79  

Poland 104.82  

Italy 101.60  

Greece 42.86  

Qatar 37.04  

Denmark 34.74  

Bahrain 28.01  

Grand Total 15,090.50  

Product(s) Volume (m3) 

Sawn Timber 8,915.34  

Plywood 4,475.14  

Moulding 1,700.02  

Grand Total 15,090.50  

Des9na9on(s) Volume (m3) 

 Netherlands  5,806.64  

 United Kingdom  3,202.63  

 South Africa  1,951.60  

 China  1,920.57  

 Saudi Arabia  1,491.15  

 Germany  1,399.33  

 Belgium  1,395.48  

 France  885.49  

 Australia  820.54  

 Denmark  512.30  

 Italy  474.44  

 UAE  396.45  

 Oman  178.06  

 Kuwait  163.76  

 Jordan  158.46  

 Qatar  152.78  

 Poland  137.10  

 USA  101.30  

 Greece  87.07  

 Cyprus  36.20 

 Lebanon  27.44  

Grand Total 21,298.79  

Product(s) Volume (m3) 

Sawn Timber 15,189.82  

Plywood 3,851.00  

Moulding 2,257.97  

Grand Total 21,298.79  


