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MTCC achieves second highest increase in CoC cer7ﬁca7on

Yong Teng Koon receiving the Cerﬁcate of Appreciaon from William Street and Ben
Gunneberg
MTCC received the Cerﬁcate of Appreciaon for being the Na#onal Governing Body
with the second highest increase of chain of custody (CoC) cer#ﬁca#on during the
18th PEFC General Assembly (GA) held on 13 November 2013. The GA was the
highlight of the inaugural PEFC Forest Cer#ﬁca#on Week held from 11 – 15 November
in Kuala Lumpur.
The Cerﬁcate of Appreciaon was presented by William Street, PEFC Chairman and
Ben Gunneberg, PEFC Secretary General to MTCC CEO, Yong Teng Koon during the
18th PEFC GA. The highest increase of CoC cer#ﬁca#on was awarded to PEFC France,
while PEFC Spain recorded the third highest increase. At the same ceremony,
Sustainable Forestry Ini#a#ve (SFI), PEFC France and PEFC Poland were awarded with
the Cerﬁcate of Appreciaon for achieving the highest increase in cer#ﬁed forest
area, in descending order.
“This award is certainly an encouragement for MTCC to con#nue its eﬀort to ensure
more #mber companies obtain CoC cer#ﬁca#on and to double its eﬀort in
encouraging more Forest Management Units (FMUs) to be cer#ﬁed under the MTCS”,
said Yong. MTCC currently has 4.65 million hectares of PEFC-cer#ﬁed forest and 262
PEFC-cer#ﬁed #mber companies under the MTCS.
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PEFC FOREST CERTIFICATION WEEK HIGHLIGHTS
The inaugural PEFC Forest Cer#ﬁca#on Week held from 11-15
November in Kuala Lumpur was well received by par#cipants
from 35 PEFC member countries, observers and poten#al
members as well as some 300 diverse stakeholders from 46
countries. The 18th PEFC GA, the highlight of the PEFC Week,
was held on 13 November and oﬃciated by YB Datuk Amar
Douglas Uggah Embas, Minister of Planta#on Industries and
Commodi#es, Malaysia. The GA was aGended by over 100
PEFC members comprising PEFC board members, na#onal
governing bodies, interna#onal and extraordinary members,
who also aGended the opening ceremony together with other
invited guests and media representa#ves, both local and
interna#onal. Malaysia was selected by PEFC to host the GA in
cognisance and recogni#on that Asia holds the key to
unlocking the produc#on and trade of sustainable forest
products, and in recogni#on of the growing importance of the
region.

YB Minister presenng his opening address at the GA Opening
Ceremony

William Street giving his Welcome Remarks at the GA Opening
Ceremony

At the GA , Ben Gunnerberg reported that the total PEFCcer#ﬁed forest area had grown by 6.3% (14.9 million ha) to
252.3 million ha, and the number of PEFC chain of custody
cer#ﬁcates had increased by 6.9% (to 10,194 cer#ﬁcates).
Ben also highlighted the various aspects in the main ac#vi#es
aimed at growing the PEFC scheme, which were enhanced
market acceptance, improved customer service, enhanced
communica#on and advocacy, strengthened collabora#on
amongst PEFC members, responding to market requirements,
leveraging and expanding PEFC’s resource base, expanding
PEFC’s presence through ongoing projects and collabora#ons,
managing PEFC’s core func#ons, and key new work areas for
2014.
The GA also considered and approved the year-end accounts
including the balance sheet, the budget and membership fees
for 2014, the appointment of new Board Members and
Members of the Nomina#ons CommiGee, and the reendorsement of the Belgian forest cer#ﬁca#on scheme.
The PEFC’s 4th annual Stakeholder Dialogue with the theme
Linking sustainable forest product supply chains through Asia
was held over two days on 14-15 November. The Stakeholder
Dialogue provided a plaMorm to enable more in-depth
discussions amongst par#cipants during the ﬁrst day of the
conference, and also provided the opportunity for other
organisa#ons to host a series of interac#ve side events on the
second day. The event was very well aGended and brought
together about 230 representa#ves from a wide variety of
organisa#ons and diverse stakeholder groups across the forest
sector landscape from across the world, to discuss the current
status, share perspec#ves on approaches that work, iden#fy
challenges that need addi#onal aGen#on, and also to take
stock and iden#fy opportuni#es to catalyse the uptake of
sustainable prac#ces within the region.
Four panel sessions were held during the Dialogue: (i) Regional
Perspec#ves: Forest Resources, Sector Developments &
Sustainability Trends; (ii) Value Chain Discussions: Contras#ng
perspec#ves between actors in the chain; (iii) Inﬂuencing
Forest Industry Transforma#on: Sustainability ini#a#ves across

PEFC Members at the GA
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Dato’ Dr. Freezailah Che Yeom presenng his Keynote
Address during the Stakeholder Dialogue

events took place on the second day of the Dialogue, which
included:
i)

ii)
iii)

iv)
the region; and (iv) Forest Cer#ﬁca#on Organiza#ons in Asia,
where presenta#ons were made by Yong on the MTCS, Yu
Ling on the Chinese Forest Cer#ﬁca#on Council (CFCC) and
Sania Widuri on the Indonesian Forest Cer#ﬁca#on
Coopera#ve (IFCC).
Many interes#ng points were raised at the Dialogue. Several
par#cipants saw the need to increase demand for cer#ﬁed
products in the Asian and Middle Eastern markets. As
markets in Europe and the USA decline, companies are
increasingly trading with Asian and Middle Eastern markets,
where there is currently no or limited demand for cer#ﬁed
products. There was also a call on PEFC to increase
knowledge, and raise awareness on the demand for cer#ﬁed
products in this region. The need to cer#fy trees outside of
the forest, with a par#cular focus on rubber wood which is an
extremely important source of material for the wood-based
industries in Malaysia and the wider Asia region was also
raised by the private sector. There was also substan#al
discussion on legality. Many par#cipants observed that the
rise of legality regula#ons globally risks moving the focus
from sustainability towards the very diﬀerent concept of
legality. The par#cipants were also of the view that the issue
and demand for legality has become a disrup#on in #mber
business as it is regarded as a step backward. Despite these
challenges, some par#cipants believed that sustainability is
the new “normal” in Asia and concurred that the forest
industry should never give up on sustainable forest
management and independent third party cer#ﬁca#on that
provide assurance of sustainability and legality. Nine side

Lim Kee Leng, Deputy Director of Pahang State Forestry
Department, brieﬁng parcipants on SFM acvies

v)
vi)
vii)
viii)
ix)

Update on Proposed Changes to United States
Formaldehyde Standards for Composite Wood – CARB &
EPA, by IWPA & APP Timber
Launching Event: PEFC’s Toolkit for Developing Naonal
Cerﬁcaon Systems, by PEFC Interna#onal
Common Legality Framework for Assessing Legality of
Forestry Operaons, Timber Processing and Trade, by
TRAFFIC
Praconers’ Workshop: Developing Naonal Cerﬁcaon
Systems, by PEFC Interna#onal
Plantaon Forests: Disnct Approaches and Trends, by
Bracelpa
Increasing the Commitment of Private Forest Owners to
PEFC, by IFFA & PEFC Germany
FLEGT & Cerﬁcaon – Building more Synergies, by EFI
Agroforestry & Smallholder Cerﬁcaon: Innovaon in
Asia, by BV Cer#ﬁca#on Singapore & PEFC Interna#onal
Cross Laminated Timber: Providing Opportunies for PEFC
Project Cerﬁcaon, by PEFC UK

The highlight of the second day was the interna#onal
launching of the new PEFC toolkit Developing A Naonal Forest
Cerﬁcaon System by PEFC Internaonal, which is a step-bystep guide to establishing na#onal forest cer#ﬁca#on systems
aligned with PEFC’s globally recognised sustainability
benchmark requirements.
PEFC members were also taken on a ﬁeld trip to a PEFCcer#ﬁed forest area where some 80 par#cipants had the
opportunity to witness the implementa#on of sustainable
forest management prac#ces in the Pahang FMU during the
visit to ac#ve logging and regenerated forest sites in the
Jerantut Forest Reserve. The par#cipants concluded their trip
with an overnight stay at Taman Negara (Na#onal Park) where
they experienced the adventure of a night jungle walk, saw the
crowns of tropical forest trees from a diﬀerent perspec#ve
while taking the canopy walk and interacted with the Batak
community while visi#ng an Orang Asli seGlement along the
Tembeling River.

Parcipants on a guided tour through one of the oldest tropical
rainforests in the world, in Taman Negara
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MTCC Journalist Programme

Journalists interviewing
stakeholder group

representaves

of

economic

In conjunc#on with the PEFC Week, MTCC organised a
programme for a number of interna#onal #mber trade and
forestry related journalists. The objec#ve of the programme
was to provide an opportunity for the journalists to acquaint
themselves with sustainable forest management prac#ces in
Malaysia, to have a ﬁrst-hand experience of the opera#on of
the MTCS through visits to a PEFC-cer#ﬁed FMU and #mber
companies as well as to par#cipate and provide media
coverage for the PEFC Week.
The journalist programme was organized with the
coopera#on and coordina#on of the MTCC public rela#on
reprsenta#ves
in
Germany,
Guntram
Kaiser
of
KaiserCommunica#on and the Netherlands, Jurgen de Vries
of Smeets Stuger deVries . Two journalists from Germany and
one journalist from the Netherlands par#cipated in the
programme. They were:
i.

Lutz Odewald, Editor-in-Chief of Genau (professional
newspaper of the German Associa#on for Joiners and

Le7 to right: Josef Krauhausen, Jurgen de Vries , Kees de Vries,
Lutz Odewald
Carpenters)
ii.

Josef Krauhausen, Editor of Holz-ZentralblaG (leading
newspaper for #mber industry and forestry)

iii. Kees de Vries, freelance publicist, writer and
photographer in the ﬁeld of construc#on, wood,
architecture and sustainability (formerly editor of the
#mber trade newspaper, Houtwereld of The Netherlands)
Apart from par#cipa#ng in the various events during the PEFC
Week that included, the opening ceremony and a press
conference with the Minister of Planta#on Industries and
Commodi#es, the overall programme also included visits to
two factories and a ﬁeld trip to a PEFC-cer#ﬁed forest under
the MTCS. In addi#on, arrangements were made for the
journalists to interview several representa#ves from the
social, environmental and economic stakeholder groups, FMU
managers, relevant government agencies and the MTCC Board
of Trustees.

Review of the MC&I(Forest Planta7ons) – Second Public Comment Period (1-31 December 2013)
The announcement for the second 30-day public comment
period for the review of the MC&I(Forest Planta#ons) was
made through MTCC website and also circulated via email
and leGer. All relevant stakeholder groups are hereby invited
to provide comments and input on the Enquiry Dra7 1 by
31 December 2013.
The Enquiry Dra7 1 is the output of the ﬁrst mee#ng of the
Standards Review CommiGee (SRC) held from 26 -28 August
2013 which deliberated on the comments received from the
ﬁrst 60-day public comment period that was held from 15
January to 16 March 2013.

According to the revised Process and Timelines for the Review
of MC&I(Forest Plantaons), it is an#cipated that the full
review of the MC&I(Forest Planta#ons) will be completed by
the end of 2014.
For more informa#on, please log on to the MTCC website at
www.mtcc.com.my

WE APPRECIATE
YOUR FEEDBACK

Stakeholders are invited to provide their comments or
proposals for amendment to the Enquiry Dra7 1, the reasons
for the proposals, as well as the suggested wording for any
proposed changes, to the Secretariat before or by
31 December 2013.
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PEFC NEWS

Source: PEFC Website - PEFC NEWS - November 2013

PEFC COLLABORATION FUND
The 2013 PEFC Collabora7on Fund supports local ini7a7ves and promotes sustainability
Through the Collabora7on Fund, PEFC is suppor7ng a wide
range of ac7vi7es to advance SFM and forest cer7ﬁca7on
across seven countries on three con7nents. The awarded
combined total is CHF 105,000 and leverages a further CHF
104,000 from co-funding.

•

Support supply chain development to establish produc#on
of spruce syrup from spruce #ps (a waste material from
tending and harves#ng opera#ons);

•

Promote the use of the PEFC logo on this innova#ve
product;

“Each year the Collabora#on Fund receives a high number of
applica#ons with extremely diverse project ideas, seeking to
improve society’s ability to understand, manage and value
forests for mul#ple beneﬁts,” said Sarah Price, Head of
Projects & Development, PEFC. “This year’s winning projects
demonstrate great poten#al for crea#ng posi#ve impact on
the ground while contribu#ng to a global community of
knowledge.”

•

Increase the area of PEFC-cer#ﬁed forests in Slovakia.

This year’s winning projects are:
1.

Protec7ng
rare
tree
species
in
Malaysia:
strengthening procedures for monitoring in Jerangau
High Conserva7on Value Forest area and beyond

Project objec#ves:
•

Reduce the popula#on decline of rare species;

•

Improve forest management prac#ces and advance SFM;

•

Contribute towards the ﬁne-tuning of na#onal level
guidelines for managing High Conserva#on Value Forests.

Implemen#ng organiza#on: The Forest Research Ins#tute
Malaysia (FRIM)
2.

Enhancing rural development in Spain through wild food
produc7on

Implemen#ng organiza#on: PEFC Slovakia
4.

Promo7ng SFM among Latvian forest owners

Project objec#ves:
•

Pilot test group cer#ﬁca#on within the forest owners’
coopera#ve “Mežsaimnieks”;

•

Raise awareness of group cer#ﬁca#on among forest
owners;

•

Increase area of PEFC-cer#ﬁed private forests.

Implemen#ng organiza#on: PEFC Latvia
5.

Going online to modernize and expand group forest
management cer7ﬁca7on in the Bri7sh Isles

Project objec#ves:
•

Develop an English language online group registra#on and
management system for private forest owners;

•

Encourage uptake of the system to increase the area of
PEFC-cer#ﬁed forest in the UK and Ireland;

•

Roll the template out across all PEFC member countries
where English is the main/common language.

Project objec#ves:
Implemen#ng organiza#ons: PEFC UK and PEFC Ireland.
•

Promote PEFC cer#ﬁca#on among the wild food products
sector;

•

Increase the number of PEFC-cer#ﬁed, non-wood products
producers;

•

Raise demand for PEFC-cer#ﬁed products within the
gourmet food sector;

•

Improve PEFC awareness among the global society.

Implemen#ng organiza#on: PEFC Spain.
3. Spruce syrup – the next big thing?
Project objec#ves:

The PEFC Collabora#on Fund seeks to support eﬀorts to
advance sustainable forest management and forest
cer#ﬁca#on around the world by members and partner
organiza#ons.
Through the compe##ve small grants programme, PEFC
encourages locally relevant advancements in the sustainable
management of forests.
New and independent projects which embody and stand to
deliver on the Fund’s objec#ves through the eligible means will
be considered. For more informa#on please visit the website:
www.pefc.org/projects/collabora#on-fund
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Auditor Training Course on MC&I(Natural Forest) and MC&I(Forest Planta7ons)
MTCC conducted a 5-day auditor training course on the MC&I
(Natural Forest) and MC&I(Forest Planta#ons) standards on
1-5 December 2013 in Kedah, which was aimed at
familiarising the auditors with the requirements of the two
standards, as well as the assessment procedures needed to
conduct audit for forest management and forest planta#on
management cer#ﬁca#on. The training is in line with
STANDARDS MALAYSIA’s competency requirements for
cer#ﬁca#on bodies opera#ng forest management
cer#ﬁca#on for both natural forest and forest planta#ons
under the requirements of the MTCS. The training was
aGended by 22 auditors from Bureau Veritas Cer#ﬁca#on,
SIRIM QAS Interna#onal, SGS Malaysia, Forest Research
Ins#tute Malaysia and Global Forestry Services.
The ﬁrst two days of the training course focused on the
scheme requirements and requirements of the two standards
for forest management cer#ﬁca#on.
The course programme also included a two-day ﬁeld segment
where the par#cipants were required to conduct a trial audit
for forest management cer#ﬁca#on. For this purpose, the
par#cipants were divided into four groups to undertake the

Khairuddin Perdan, District Forest Oﬃcer of Kedah Tengah
providing details on the Tree Tagging and Timber Producon
Control Book

following ac#vi#es: i) documenta#on review , ii) on-site
assessment, iii) consulta#on with stakeholders, iv) issuance of
correc#ve ac#on requests (CARs), and v) prepara#on of audit
report and recommenda#ons, under the guidance of in-house
trainers from MTCC.
For this exercise, the par#cipants audited an ac#ve logging site
and a recently logged-over forest in the Bukit Enggang Forest
Reserve, visited the Jeniang Forest Checking Sta#on to inspect
the CoC system in tracking the ﬂow of the forest products, and
visited a regenerated forest area in the Chebar Kechil Forest
Reserve to audit the post-felling forest inventory conducted.
Consulta#ons were also carried out with relevant stakeholders,
i.e. the local communi#es at Kg. Landai, and forest workers at
the logging camp in the Ulu Muda Forest Reserve.
On the training related to MC&I(Forest Planta#ons), the
par#cipants visited and audited a teak (Tectona grandis)
planta#on and a rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) planta#on to
assess the forest planta#on management prac#ces. The
par#cipants also visited and assessed a growth plot and a
forest nursery based on the requirements of the MC&I(Forest
Planta#ons). The four groups presented their audit ﬁndings of
the trial audit on the last day of the training course.

Interview session with representaves of the local communies
at the Gulau Forest Checking Staon

Brieﬁng Sessions on Revised Chain of Custody Standard
In line with the recent adop#on by the PEFC Council of the
revised chain of custody (CoC) standard en#tled PEFC ST
2002:2013 PEFC Chain of Custody of Forest Based ProductsRequirements dated 24 May 2013, a series of brieﬁng
sessions on the revised standard and changes made in
comparison to the current standard, PEFC ST 2002:2010 were
conducted for PEFC CoC cer#ﬁcate holders under the MTCS.

27 November in Kuantan. The brieﬁng sessions were also held
in Sibu and Kota Kinabalu on 18 and 19 December,
respec#vely, which were also aGended by the members of the
Sarawak Timber Associa#on (STA) and Sabah Timber Industries
Associa#on (STIA) who have yet to obtain CoC cer#ﬁca#on
under the MTCS.

The revised CoC standard oﬀers an eﬃcient mechanism for
cer#ﬁcate holders to demonstrate compliance with the
European Union Timber Regula#on (EUTR) requirements
through small but smart changes. It sets out mandatory
procedures designed to minimise the risk of illegal #mber
being sold and applies to both imported and domes#cally
produced #mber, and is therefore relevant for companies
globally.
In Peninsular Malaysia, the brieﬁng sessions were held on 21
November 2013 in Kuala Lumpur, 25 November in Ipoh and

Harnarinder Singh, MTCC Senior Manager
presentaon at one of the brieﬁng sessions

making

a
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Exhibi7ons in Germany
MTCC par#cipated in two exhibi#ons in Germany by having a joint stand with the Malaysian Timber Council to promote SFM
prac#ces in Malaysia and update on the implementa#on of the MTCS and availability of PEFC-cer#ﬁed #mber products from
Malaysia.
A number of PEFC-cer#ﬁed Malaysian #mber companies contributed several display items for the exhibi#ons (see photos below).

SPOGA 2013, Cologne (8-10 September 2013)
This is a three-day Interna#onal Garden and Leisure Trade Fair that is held annually in Cologne. SPOGA 2013 provided a
comprehensive market overview of the latest trends and new products according to two sectors: garden furniture and decora#on. A
total of 36,800 trade visitors from 116 countries par#cipated in this fair. MTCC was represented by KaiserCommunica#on, MTCC’s
PR agency in Germany, and its Senior Execu#ve (PR & Marke#ng), Premalatha Mogan.

German Timber Day, Cologne (29-30 October)
This exhibi#on is organised biennially by the German Timber Trade Federa#on (GTTF) which serves as an important and niche
plaMorm for #mber trade in Germany and its surrounding countries to showcase their products and to form business connec#ons.
According to GTTF, a total of 2,750 trade visitors visited the fair. MTCC was represented by KaiserCommunica#on, and its Execu#ve
(Forest Management), Cheah Chi Ern.

MTC and MTCC joint stand at SPOGA 2013

MTC and MTCC joint stand at the German Timber Day

Flooring samples by Gilbert
Hardwoods Industries (M) Sdn. Bhd.

Summer Swing by Hang Tuah Furniture
Sdn. Bhd.

Garden furniture set by Strategi Muara
Manufacture Bhd.

Door by Ah Hai Industries
Sdn. Bhd.

Memphis Tete-a-Tete garden set
by Hang TuahFurniture Sdn. Bhd.
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Export of Cer7ﬁed Timber Products under the MTCS by
Des7na7on & Product Type
Source: MTIB & MTCC
July 2013

August 2013

Des7na7on(s)

Volume (m3)

Netherlands

5203.19

United Kingdom
Germany
South Africa

3847.53
1368.14
1311.07

Saudi Arabia
France
Japan
Belgium
Australia
China
Denmark
UAE
Kuwait
Philippines
Jordan
Italy
Bahrain
Greece
Poland
USA
New Zealand
Lebanon
Qatar
India

1020.57
685.55
601.76
496.15
489.61
487.92
369.53
283.72
231.46
182.77
170.22
140.49
92.50
83.27
71.68
69.59
58.42
35.43
32.89
13.52

Grand Total

Des7na7on(s)
Netherlands

4,025.25

United Kingdom

2,188.73

Germany

1,424.68

Belgium

952.24

Japan

806.24

France

623.53

Australia

552.42

Denmark

164.16

Italy

132.21

United Arab Emirates

110.79

South Africa

89.50

Greece

70.18

Poland

52.69

New Zealand

19.47

Mauri#us

9.19

Grand Total

Product(s)

17,346.98
Volume (m3)

Product(s)
Sawn Timber

11,142.12

Plywood

4,688.41

Moulding

1,516.45

Grand Total

Volume (m3)

11,221.27

6,216.51

Plywood

3,554.73

Moulding

1,334.46

Paper

93.30

Door

22.27

Grand Total

Facts & Figures

Volume exported:

Holders of PEFC Cer7ﬁcates under
MTCS:

July 2013: 17,346.98m³

•

August 2013: 11,221.27m³

Total cumula7ve volume exported
since July 2002: 752,715.53m³

&

Management of MTCC

11,221.27

Summary

•

From
The Board

Volume (m3)

Sawn Timber

17,346.98

Mer
Christ as
&
Happy
New Year

•

Forest Management Cer7ﬁca7on:
10 Forest Management Units

•

Chain of Custody Cer7ﬁca7on:
262 companies (as at 21 Dec 2013)
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