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Newly appointed Minister of Planta8on Industries and Commodi8es
Malaysia visits MTCC oﬃce

Inside this issue:

MTCC was honored to receive YB Dato Sri Douglas Uggah Embas, the newly appointed
Minister of Planta"on Industries and Commodi"es when he and his delega"on visited
the MTCC oﬃce on 30 July 2013.
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CEO Mr. Yong Teng Koon. Mr. Yong also briefed the Minister on the set up of MTCC,
its main ac"vi"es and the opera"on of the MTCS. The presenta"on also covered the
ra"onale for implemen"ng "mber cer"ﬁca"on in the country, latest updates and
upcoming ac"vi"es of the scheme, issues and challenges in opera"ng the scheme and
strategies to address the issues and challenges. YB Minister was also presented with a
set of MTCC publica"ons as a token of apprecia"on.
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YB Minister (third from right) receiving a token of appreciaon from MTCC Chairman

The Malaysian Timber
Cer"ﬁca"on
Scheme (MTCS) operated by MTCC is
endorsed by the Programme
for the Endorsement of Forest
Cer"ﬁca"on (PEFC), currently
the largest forest cer"ﬁca"on
organiza"on.
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Update on Review of MC&I(Forest Planta8ons) - Standards Review Commi?ee (SRC) meets for the ﬁrst
8me
The newly formed Standards Review Commi0ee (SRC) for the
review of the MC&I(Forest Planta"ons) had its ﬁrst mee"ng
on 26-28 August 2013 in Kuala Lumpur. The members and
alternate members of the SRC, comprising representa"ves
from the Environmental, Economic and Social (Indigenous
Peoples and Workers Union) stakeholder groups, as well as
representa"ves of the relevant Government agencies from
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak, a0ended the
mee"ng.
The mee"ng was chaired by Mr. Yong Teng Koon from the
SRC Secretariat who was unanimously elected by the SRC
based on his extensive experience in standard revision
process, as well as his knowledge and ability to facilitate the
process.
The main task of the SRC was to deliberate on the Working
DraC, which was consolidated from feedback received during

the First Public Comment period from 15 January to
15 March 2013. Comments received from 14 organisa"ons
were structured into two segments; (i) general comments,
which broadly addressed the overall standard and its
implementa"on in general, and (ii) speciﬁc comments, which
focused on proposed changes to the content and wording of
the standard. The three-day mee"ng successfully addressed
and deliberated on all the comments received regarding the
Principles, Criteria, Indicators and Veriﬁers of the MC&I(Forest
Planta"ons) in a consulta"ve and friendly manner.
The results of the discussions will be compiled by the
Secretariat to produce the Enquiry DraC 1, which will be
subjected to a Second (30-day) Public Comment period which
is expected to be held in November 2013. The Secretariat will
also provide a response to the stakeholders that had submi0ed
comments during the First Public Comment period.

SRC meeng in session

Anap Muput FMU obtains PEFC cer8ﬁca8on - Becomes ﬁrst PEFC-cer8ﬁed FMU in Sarawak

Consultaon with Community Forest Managers

Field audit

The Anap Muput Forest Management Unit (FMU) located in the Tatau District of Bintulu, Sarawak has recently been awarded
with the PEFC Cer"ﬁcate for Forest Management (Natural Forest) under the MTCS. Cer"ﬁed logs origina"ng from this FMU are
now eligible to carry the PEFC Logo. The Cer"ﬁcate was issued by SIRIM QAS Interna"onal on 25 July 2013 and is valid for a 3-year
period, subject to annual surveillance audits. The audit was conducted against the requirements of the MC&I(Natural Forest).
With this cer"ﬁca"on, a total of 10 FMUs are now PEFC-cer"ﬁed under the MTCS, covering 4.65 million ha or 32% of the total
PRFs in Malaysia.
Photo credit: Zedtee Sdn. Bhd.
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PEFC NEWS
Malaysian and Gabonese Cer8ﬁca8on Schemes Open for Public Consulta8on
The MTCS and the PAFC Gabon Forest Cer"ﬁca"on Scheme are
now open for global public consulta"on, with both na"onal
forest cer"ﬁca"on systems seeking PEFC endorsement for the
second "me. Stakeholders globally are invited to provide
feedback on their compliance with PEFC Interna"onal's
Sustainability Benchmarks by 12 October 2013.
PEFC Interna"onal limits the validity of endorsements to ﬁve
years, meaning that na"onal schemes must be revised in mul"stakeholder processes and apply for re-endorsement to
con"nue beneﬁOng from PEFC recogni"on. As part of the
endorsement process, PEFC seeks comments and feedback
from all interested par"es to ensure full compliance of the
na"onal systems with PEFC's Sustainability Benchmark during a
60-day global public consulta"on.
The MTCS achieved endorsement in 2009, becoming the ﬁrst
tropical "mber cer"ﬁca"on scheme in the Asia Paciﬁc region to
be endorsed by PEFC. Over 90% of the world's cer"ﬁed forest
area is in the temperate forests of Europe and North America,
making the endorsement of the MTCS a signiﬁcant
achievement towards sustainable forest management in
tropical forests.

PAFC Gabon joined PEFC in December 2004, and ﬁve years
later its scheme became the ﬁrst in Africa to meet PEFC's
sustainability benchmark requirements. With more than twothirds of Gabon covered in forest, as well as home to some of
Africa's most biodiverse rainforests, the Gabonese scheme is
an important step towards the development of sustainable
forest management throughout the Congo Basin region.
"We have worked very hard the past two years to revise our
scheme and meet PEFCC benchmarks and deadlines, so we are
proud to submit this scheme to the PEFC Council," said Rose
Ondo, President of PAFC Gabon. "I would like to thank all our
partners and stakeholders who were involved throughout the
process."
All comments received during the global public consulta"on
will provide valuable informa"on for the third-party assessor in
determining whether the respec"ve na"onal system is in
compliance with interna"onal requirements.
Interested stakeholders are invited to use PEFC's Online
Consulta"on Tool to provide comments on the Malaysian
Timber Cer"ﬁca"on Scheme and the PAFC Gabon Forest
Cer"ﬁca"on Scheme by 12 October 2013.

Chain of Custody Training Seminar for Cer8ﬁca8on Bodies at the PEFC Forest Cer8ﬁca8on Week
As part of its extensive support to cer"ﬁca"on bodies, PEFC
will be holding an intensive, full-day Chain of Custody training
session on Friday 15 November, the last day of the PEFC Forest
Cer"ﬁca"on Week.
Training and capacity building ac"vi"es are an important
element of the PEFC Forest Cer"ﬁca"on Week, which is being
held for the ﬁrst "me in Kuala Lumpur between 11 and 15
November 2013.

prac"cal examples, open ques"on and answer sessions, and
dedicated group work. Par"cipants will beneﬁt from expert
training provided by technical specialists from PEFC
Interna"onal: Michael Berger (Head of Technical Unit),
Chris"an Kämmer and Johan Vlieger (Technical Oﬃcers).
The seminar will be conducted in English and at a cost of 365
USD, including materials, lunch and tea breaks. With only a
limited number of places, we encourage early registra"on to
secure your seat.

The Chain of Custody Training Seminar will provide par"cipants
with an update on the main changes to the revised standard
(PEFC ST 2002:2013), give implementa"on guidance, and
explain how it assists companies in demonstra"ng compliance
with legality requirements such as the European Union Timber
Regula"on (EUTR).

This training is scheduled for the second day of the PEFC
Stakeholder Dialogue, an annual and open event bringing
together some 250 key actors across the forest sector
landscape to engage in solu"ons-oriented discussions.

With an emphasis on technical aspects, this training is aimed
primarily at technical users, with speciﬁc focus on auditors. In
addi"on, a0endance will ensure auditors are fully up-to-date
on the Chain of Custody training requirements speciﬁed by
PEFC. However interested stakeholders are also welcome to
par"cipate.

This year interested organiza"ons, associa"ons and companies
are invited to hold Side Events on the second day of the
Stakeholder Dialogue, enabling them to take advantage of the
exper"se and knowledge of the audience to present their own
ac"vi"es and engage par"cipants. Visit the event website for
more informa"on.
REGISTER NOW!!
at h0p://pefc.org/pefc-week-2013/registra"on

The Chain of Custody training will be based on interac"vity,
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Export of Cer8ﬁed Timber Products under the MTCS by
Des8na8on & Product Type
Source: MTIB/MTCC
May 2013

June 2013

Des8na8ons
United Kingdom

3,524.06

Netherlands

3,125.84

Germany

1,011.78

Belgium

989.10

Japan

777.04

Australia

728.41

France

717.48

Denmark

255.77

Italy

230.34

Greece

69.88

China

40.80

South Africa

35.59

Poland

33.36

New Zealand

19.20

Grand Total

11,558.66

Product(s)

Volume (m3)

Laminated Finger
Jointed

Des8na8on(s)

Volume (m3)

Volume (m3)

United Kingdom
Netherlands
Germany
France
Belgium
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Australia
China
Japan
Italy
Pakistan
Denmark
Oman
UAE
Qatar
Finland
New Zealand
Manila
Poland
Bahrain
Greece
India

3,050.65
2,414.43
1,742.53
1,599.16
1,061.19
741.79
735.39
665.47
649.84
364.18
319.16
157.95
128.92
117.44
99.49
85.06
75.40
59.90
43.66
36.09
34.33
34.08
13.39

Grand Total
Product(s)

83.86

14,229.50
Volume (m3)

Sawn Timber

8,355.80

Plywood

4,056.97

4,881.18

Moulding

1,741.33

Sawn "mber

5,260.11

Paper

Grand Total

11,558.66

Moulding

1,333.50

Plywood

Grand Total

75.40
14,229.50

Summary
Volume exported:
• May 2013: 11,558.66 m³
• June 2013: 14,229.50 6m³
Total cumula8ve volume exported since July 2002: 724,147.27 m³
Facts & Figures
Holders of PEFC Cer8ﬁcates under MTCS:
•

Forest Management Cer8ﬁca8on: 10 Forest Management Units

•

Chain of Custody Cer8ﬁca8on: 249 companies (as at 16 August 2013)

MICCOS 2013 is the premier event on
Malaysian Commodi"es. It is a biennial event
organised by the Ministry of Planta"on
Industries and Commodi"es and its agencies
to bring together major industry players and
entrepreneurs in the commodi"es sector to
publicise the latest products and technologies,
as well as employment opportuni"es, in this
sector. This year MICCOS will focus on the
theme Sustainable Commodity for a Beer
Tomorrow. Come & visit MICCOS 2013 on
24 – 27 October 2013 @ MAEP Serdang,
Malaysia. Visit the website for more
informa"on www.miccos.com.my

This event is organised by the PEFC Council in
coopera"on with MTCC. It will be centred
around the 4th Annual PEFC Stakeholder
Dialogue (14-15 November 2013), open to
everybody - as well as the 18th PEFC General
Assembly, associated workshops and auditor
trainings, open to PEFC Council members and
invited guests. Registra"on is now open at the
following link; h0p://www.pefc.org/pefc-week
-2013/home.
This is a very important week in the forest
cer"ﬁca"on calendar in which PEFC aims to
join concerted eﬀorts to foster and expand
sustainable "mber supply chains in Asia, to
learn about the opportuni"es and enabling
condi"ons
to
mainstream
sustainable
produc"on and trade in the region and discuss
how current bo0lenecks can be addressed to
drive sustainability solu"ons forward.
Highlights of the week will include workshops,
training seminars, including a CoC seminar that
will update par"cipants about the recently
release EUTR compa"ble PEFC CoC Standard.
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