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In its Press Release dated 26 October 2011 in relation to the decision of the SMK Board of 

Appeal to uphold the October 2010 Revised Final Judgement of the Timber Procurement 

Assessment Committee (TPAC) on the MTCS, MTCC stated that the outcome of this  

process undermines the efforts, especially by developing tropical forest countries like  

Malaysia, to implement timber certification as a market-linked tool to achieve the  

sustainable management of their natural forests. MTCC pointed out that as a voluntary 

timber certification scheme that has been developed through a Malaysian  

multi-stakeholder process, the MTCS is unfortunately held responsible by SMK for issues 

that are inherent to the Malaysian constitutional, legal and political system. Secondly, the 

SMK unfortunately chose not to take into consideration the additional measures to  

address the TPAC concerns that have been agreed between MTCC and the Dutch State  

Secretary Mr. Joop Atsma. 

 

In November 2010, both the TPAC as well as Mr. Atsma had acknowledged that the MTCS 

conforms to most of the Dutch Procurement Criteria, but that MTCC should further 

strengthen the on-the-ground interpretation and compliance with the criteria relating to 

the rights of indigenous peoples, conversion of certified forests and access to maps of the 

certified forests.  

 

MTCC emphasised that despite the fact that the Dutch State Secretary has yet to finalize his 

intention to accept the MTCS, MTCC has fulfilled its commitments and already  

implemented and issued its instructions to the certified Forest Management Units (FMUs)  

and  certification bodies who are responsible for the independent auditing of the forests 

under the MTCS. These measures, which were implemented in February 2011, were to  

ensure that: 

• the traditional uses of the forest by the indigenous peoples are respected;  

• forest areas scheduled for conversion are excluded from the certified forests, and that 

any additional conversion will lead to the suspension or withdrawal of the  

certificate; and 

• certified FMUs make detailed maps of the certified forest areas accessible to  

stakeholders who wish to examine them. 

Furthermore, MTCC has also agreed that the forthcoming surveillance audits of the  

certified FMUs will explicitly address the above three instructions, and  incorporate the 

findings  in a transparent manner in the audit reports. 

 

Background 

The TPAC, a committee established by the Dutch Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and 

the Environment (VROM) requested for the MTCS to be assessed under the Dutch  

Procurement Criteria for Timber in 2009. The request was made due to the fact that the 

MTCS was the most important source of certified tropical timber to the Dutch timber  

market. The evaluation process culminated in the TPAC issuing a Press Release on 3 March 

2010 concluding that the MTCS complies with the requirements of the Dutch timber  

procurement criteria. However, a Dutch civil society coalition filed an objection against the 

final judgement by TPAC on the MTCS. In October 2010, the TPAC, in its revised final  

judgement, concluded that the MTCS did not comply with the Dutch procurement criteria. 
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Briefing Session on Revised PEFC CoC Standard  

Updating Key Contacts in  Germany  

Prior to attending the PEFC Council 15th  General Assembly in 

Montreux, Switzerland on 11 November 2011, MTCC CEO  

Mr. Chew Lye Teng held discussions with key contacts in  

Germany to inform and update them on the latest  

developments in the  the MTCS.  

 

Discussions were held with federal ministries i.e. the Ministry 

for Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection (which is in 

charge of the federal public procurement policy) and the  

Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety, associations i.e. the German Timber Trade Federation 

(GD Holz) and the Federal Association of the German DIY 

stores and one of its members, Globus Boumarkt, NGOs i.e.  

Association for the Protection of German Forests (SDW) and  

the department in charge of environment and forestry  

matters in the State of Bremen. Mr. Chew also met with a 

Member of the German Parliament (Bundestag), Mr. Georg 

Schirmbeck, who is also the President of the German Forestry 

Council.  

 

During these discussions Mr. Chew provided information on  

the latest developments in the MTCS, highlighting the   

international recognition of MTCS as a PEFC-endorsed 

scheme, availability of PEFC-certified products from Malaysia 

and Malaysia’s leading position as a source of certified  

A series of briefing sessions on the Revised PEFC International Chain of Custody (CoC) Standard PEFC ST 2002:2010 - Chain of Cus-

tody of Forest Based Products – Requirements were conducted for CoC certificate holders under the MTCS to familiarize and pro-

vide them with a better understanding of the PEFC ST 2002:2010 and the amendments/additions made in comparison with the 

current Annex 4 document.  

 

In Peninsular Malaysia, the briefing sessions were held on 6 October 2011 in Ipoh, 10 October in Kuantan and 20 October in Kuala 

Lumpur (Top row pictures from left). In Sarawak and Sabah, the briefing sessions, which were coordinated by the respective  

timber associations i.e. Sarawak Timber Association (STA) and Sabah Timber Industries Association (STIA), were held in Bintulu and 

in Kota Kinabalu on 8 and 9 November respectively (Bottom row pictures from left). The attendance were very encouraging  

particularly in Bintulu. Beside MTCS certificate holders, potential applicants for the CoC certificate also attended the briefing  

sessions. 

tropical timber products. The itinerary included meetings 

with  journalists from timber-related publications during the  

German Timber Day 2011 in Cologne and visits to several  

projects sites in Hamburg, where MTCS-certified laminated 

scantlings had been used in window frames. 

Mr Chew, CEO of MTCC (left), Mr. Walter Pitt, journalist of 

the magazine “Boden Wand Decke” (floor, wall & façade)

(centre) and Mr Guntram Kaiser, from MTCC’s  

Information Office in Germany (right) 
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Promotional Activities in Germany 

MTCC and PEFC Germany Joint Stand at SPOGA 2011 

This year, the MTCC and PEFC Germany joint stand at SPOGA 2011 offered a lot of information on sustainable forest  

management and the availability of PEFC-certified timber products such as garden furniture dining set (from Hang Tuah  

Furniture Sdn. Bhd) (picture right above). SPOGA 2011, which highlights outdoor furniture, such as garden furniture, was 

held from 4—6 September. Throughout the three-day exhibition, the stand was visited by numerous timber companies 

representing garden furniture retailers, DIY markets, timber traders, importers, exporters and journalists mainly from  

Germany. Ms. Catrin Fetz from PEFC Germany and Ms. Sabrina Wu from MTCC (picture left above) manned the joint stand.   

MTCC Participation at the Bonn Forest Days 2011 

MTCC took part at the International Bonn Forest days together with PEFC Germany on 6—9 October 2011 in Bonn. This 

event was organised by the German Agency of Renewable Resources and was part of Germany’s activities for the UN 

International Year of the Forests which is focusing on the topic ‘Forests for People”. At this event, MTCC informed  

visitors about timber certification in Malaysia and also about the diversity of the use of forest, nature conservation and 

climate protection in Malaysia. Another PEFC-certified garden furniture set contributed by Hang Tuah Furniture Sdn. 

Bhd. (picture right above).  

MTCC and MTC London Joint Stand at German Timber Day 

This year MTCC participated again at the German Timber Day, the platform for timber trading, in a joint stand  

together with MTC on 2 - 3 November 2011. During this event MTCC informed its German and European visitors about 

current developments in timber certification in Malaysia. PEFC- certified garden furniture and also laminated scantlings 

of the new brand Lamselect Malaysia were exhibited. Visitors to the MTC-MTCC stand comprised of companies  

representing traders, importers and exporters. Picture right above shows Ms. Fong Lai Lyn, MTC London (left), Mr. Cheah 

Chi Ern, MTCC (centre) and Mr. Deniz Ulusoylu, from Kaiser Communication (right) at the MTCC-MTC joint stand.  
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PEFC NEWS Source: PEFC News, No.51 September 2011 

RIO Forest Certification Declaration—Act Now to Save the Forests 

PEFC, the Programme for the  

Endorsement of Forest Certification and 

world’s largest forest certification,  

recalls the 2011 UNEP “Forests in a 

Green Economy” report.  “Forests are a 

critical link in the transition to a green 

economy – one that promotes  

sustainable development and poverty 

eradication as we move towards a  

low-carbon and more equitable future,” 

writes Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive 

Director. “Biologically-rich forest  

ecosystems provide shelter, food, jobs, 

water, medicine and security to more 

than 1 billion people, as well as regulate 

our global climate.” 

 

Mr. Steiner emphasizes that “while we 

have a suite of proven sustainable  

forestry practices and policies that work, 

they must now be scaled up and  

enforced to safeguard these natural  

assets.” 

 

PEFC supports these important  

messages. 

 

Over the past 20 years, forest  

certification has become one of the most 

important tools for global society to  

p r o m o t e  s u s t a i n a b l e  f o r e s t  

management. Yet despite major strides 

in certification, only nine percent of the 

world’s forests have been certified and 

ninety percent of these are in Europe 

and North America. 

 

Similarly, despite some progress in alle-

viating poverty around the world, popu-

lation growth means that in real terms 

the number of people living below the 

poverty line remains high – poverty is a 

major reason for deforestation and ille-

gal logging. This situation is further com-

plicated in rapidly emerging  

economies where land tenure rights 

have to date been ill-defined or may be 

weak and evolving. 

 

Forest certification system such as PEFC 

are an important mechanism that offer 

potential to contribute to  improving 

livelihoods, particularly in developing 

countries, and to assist in lifting peo-

ple out of poverty. 

 

Forest certification is also important in 

assisting us in moving towards the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets, including that by 

that by 2020, forests are managed  

sustainably and forest loss is halved. 

This, however, requires us to  

mainstream forest certification  

throughout the world and especially in 

the Global South. To achieve this, all 

forest certification systems and  

stakeholders must seek to ensure that 

our efforts to expand forest certification 

are additive and not duplicative,  

contributing to an expansion of the  

overall total certified forest area. 

 

In a world where deforestation  

continues unabated in many nations, 

stakeholders must collaborate whenever 

possible. While PEFC – the Programme 

for the Endorsement of Forest  

Certification – is the larger of the two 

global forest certification systems, we 

must utilize the different approaches 

offered for the best of society as a 

whole. We must agree on a common 

framework to guide forest certification 

and its stakeholders in their actions. 

 

The Rio Forest Certification Declaration 

(www.rfcd.org), supported by PEFC, the 

world’s largest forest certification  

system and by hundreds of people who 

have signed the Declaration online, 

represents such a common framework. 

 

MTCC has signed the Declaration and 

urges all Malaysian stakeholder groups 

as well as readers of the MTCC  

Newsletter to do the same. 

 

The Rio Forest Certification Declaration 

 

Preamble 

The challenge of safeguarding the  

environmental, social and economic 

benefits that the world’s forests  

provide is critical for life on Earth. It  

requires a world in which people  

manage forests sustainably, a world that 

recognizes the integral  and  

interdependent nature of our planet, a 

world that acknowledges and values the 

significance of rural communities,  

indigenous peoples, and families that 

depend on forests for their livelihoods. 

 

• Principle 1: Human beings are at the 

centre of sustainable forest  

management 

• Principle 2: Recognize and respect 

national sovereignty in the design and 

implementation of sustainable forest 

management policies and standards 

• Principle 3: Protect the complexity 

of forest ecosystems, forest-dependent 

economies, and rural culture by adopt-

ing integrated forest management plans 

and policies 

• Principle 4: Contribute to poverty 

reduction through empowerment of the 

poor 

• Principle 5: Open and accessible 

stakeholder processes are essential 

• Principle 6 :  Transparency,  

inclusiveness, and collaboration are  

fundamental prerequisites for global 

sustainability 

• Principle 7: Utilize the benefits of 

renewable and climate-smart forest-

based products 

• Principle 8: Rely on science, local 

experience, and traditional forest-

related knowledge to advance  

sustainable forest management 

• Principle 9: Use a precautionary 

approach to prevent irreversible damage 

• Principle 10: Promoting global  

acceptance of sustainable forest  

management through voluntary  

programmes and education is the fastest 

path to healthy forests and vibrant rural 

communities 

PEFC calls for the Inclusion of the “Rio Forest Certification Declaration” in the outcomes of 

the Rio+20 conference.  

Sign the Rio Forest Declaration at www.rfcd.org 
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More information on the validity, size, contact information and location map of certified FMUs under the MTCS can be obtained 

from: www.mtcc.com.my 

Volume exported in September 2011: 7,549.39 m³ 

Volume exported in October 2011: 7,876.67 m³ 

Total cumulative volume exported since July 2002: 515,450.08 m³ 

By November 2011, 180 timber companies are holders 

of PEFC certificate for CoC under the MTCS. Of these, 

83 companies have signed the PEFC Logo Usage 

Licence agreement which will enable them to use the 

PEFC logo on their PEFC-certified products. 

Export of Certified Timber Products under MTCS  
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October 2011 

September 2011 

By Destination Volume (m³) 

The Netherlands  3,233.56  

United Kingdom  1,220.95  

France  1,129.52  

Germany  802.32  

South Africa  749.85  

Belgium  256.23  

Australia  90.98  

Poland  65.99  

Total 7,549.39 

By Product Volume (m³) 

Sawn Timber  4,305.09  

Plywood  1,704.49  

Moulding  1,005.87 

Total 7,549.39 

Door Jambs  533.94  

By Destination Volume (m³) 

The Netherlands  4,300.51  

France  1,263.79  

United Kingdom  650.96  

Australia  482.55  

USA  337.48  

Germany  305.31  

Belgium  297.98  

South Africa  145.50  

Poland  54.07 

New Zealand  38.52 

Total 7,876.67 

By Product Volume (m³) 

Sawn Timber  3,952.97  

Plywood  2,243.42  

Moulding  1,191.40  

Total 7,876.67 

Door Jambs  488.88 

From the Board and Management  

of MTCC 


